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Jeff Cooper's Commentaries Volume Ten

Now that you have your copy of the second issue of the Gargantuan Gunsite Gossip (G2), we advise that y
get it hardbound as soon as convenient. That book is a scanner, to be browsed through at length. Best tic
up so that you do not wear it out.

THE KING

Doubtless you have noted the recent tendency on the part of various gun writers to denigrate the 30-
cartridge. The late Charley Askins demonstrated this attitude some years ago in a magazine article, and r
we see that a currently active colleague has taken up the tattered banner of iconoclasm again.

The trouble with the 30-06 is that, like Julius Caesatr, it is too good. It is not only too good, but it is too old -
now only four years short of its centennial. People have been trying to improve upon it since before | we
born (and that was a very long time ago), but without success. Its great virtue seems to be its unaccepte
versatility, which is a drawback in the age of specialization. | acquired my personal 06 when | was in hig
school, and while | have obtained a number of other weapons since then, | have never felt a real neec
improve upon the cartridge. The 30-06 is nobody's first choice for elephants, nor is it ideal for prairie dog
but it will suffice for either of those if that is all that is available, and it will account comfortably for
everything in between - including Homo sapiens.

The cartridge was deemed too large for optimum portability after the Korean War, and was replaced by tl
US government with the 7.62 NATO cartridge, or 308 as we call it now. The 308 is a tad smaller than the O
but this is a minor point to the individual owner, and with the advent of the more modern propellants an
power difference between the two cartridges is negligible.

The 30-06 retains a minor, but not inconsiderable, edge over the more modern 308 in its accommodation
the 220—grain bullet, which renders it a practically perfect cartridge for the African buschveldt today, wher
versatility in one loading can be very useful. The 30-06/220 is eminently suitable for kudu or lion, yet will
not tear up an impala or a springbok (whereas the 30-06/150 might).

| grew up on the 30-06, and that makes me a dinosaur, but | am nowise ashamed of that. In my teens I t
four—for—four (bighorn through moose) with four shots in Alberta, and | have since taken a fair list of
guadrupeds, big and little, with the same round.

Today | might fancy the 308 over the 06 simply because | can get it in Scout configuration. The Scout, aft
all, comes over—the—counter in 308. The difference in "field effect" between the 308/150 and 30-06/150
negligible, so the handiness of the Scout favors it in high mountains and tundra. If the hunter is going to ri
around in vehicles, however, handiness hardly matters.

There need be no discussion of intrinsic accuracy, since that is a function of rifle execution rather the
cartridge design. Given equally fine launchers, both cartridges will deliver one—holers at reasonable rang
and will shoot flatter than the marksman can appreciate out to where he can no longer see his target clearly

The 30-06 ("United States cartridge, caliber 30, model of 1906") was and remains king. If the 308 no
encroaches upon it that is because of improvements in rifle design, rather than new cartridges. Let him w
would denigrate the King place himself well beyond the castle walls lest he be overheard. The punishment:
lese majeste can be both undignified and uncomfortable.

"But there ain't many troubles that a man caint fix
With seven hundred dollars and a thirty ought six."
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Guru say: The purpose of training is to fit you for a trade. The purpose of education is to make you bette
company for yourself.

| do not suppose that | will have much effect when | call upon the faithful to knock off this "internet war."
Those of us in the family should devote ourselves to confounding the hoplophobes, rather than insulting es
other. It was not very long ago that we had no problem here, when all the good guys were wearing the sa
uniform and fighting the same battle, but unfortunately faction has a way of rearing its ugly head. W
American shooters who constitute the foundation of liberty, are philosophically correct, but we are not stror
enough to aid the enemy by fighting amongst ourselves. Please do not throw rocks at people on your own s
of the barricade. Despite our temporary victory at the polls, there are still plenty of people who voted th
wrong way — and will continue to do so. Schumer, | understand, is still alive and well.

Those of you who are involved in designing practical pistol matches should bear in mind that the "Tac—loac
has no place in competition. The Tac-load is a step to be taken between actions, not during them. Ir
competition you are always fighting the clock, but not between engagements in a street fight.

We are awash with opinions about the nature of the Holy War. Opinions are cheap, and long may they wa
but it would indeed be nice if these opinionators would study up on this subject before they presume
pontificate. | have been reading up like mad over the past thirty days and have become impressed by how li
| know. This intercultural conflict is not easy to understand, and it has been made more difficult by th
linguistic problem. The theologians insist that it is forbidden to translate the Koran into any language othe
than Arabic. | assume that is the reason for the prophet's injunction. Be that as it may, whenever
commentator presumes to tell us in English about the nature of Islam, he rather gives himself away. It dc
seem difficult to deny, however, that to a Moslem an Infidel is basically nasty, who can only be redeemed |
conversion to Islam. So here we go. It is not going to be an easy confrontation.

| guess you have noticed that OBL is (or was) left—handed. There may be a lesson in this, but | sure do |
know what it is.

Over the years | have developed the notion that there is a definite connection between marksmanship :
morality. A good shot is nearly always a good man, and conversely the bad guys usually cannot shoot for s
owl jowls. This proposition cannot be proven, of course, but | think it has to do with the fact that the essen
of good marksmanship is self-control, and it seems pretty clear that self-control is the foundation of goc
morals. Hurray for our side!

A couple of years back, the NRA committee on hunter assistance quizzed itself on the subject of "the gre
hunts." As Ortega tells us, hunting is one of the four activities which men of all cultures and all regions hay
always enjoyed when temporarily freed from the lash of poverty. (The other three, for those who ar
interested, are racing, dancing and conversation.) Hunting is universal - it is the universal indulgence. Th
we may ask ourselves, if everybody hunts who can, what are the great hunts? This is a matter of individl
choice, of course, but when we sift out the choices we find a certain agreement, and the list comes ¢
something like this:

« The Rocky Mountain Bighorn. All of the mountain sheep afford splendid challenges - calling for
skill, stamina, dedication, and the heart of a naturalist. Among them all the American bighorn offer:
the ultimate scenery and the finest ambience, in addition to a grand trophy and the very best venisor

« The Auerhahn. This is generally held to be the finest of the gallinaceous birds. It is almost impossibl
to hunt in Continental Europe today, though not so difficult in Scandinavia. In most jurisdictions the
sportsman is allowed only one specimen per lifetime.

* The Plantantion Quail. Down in the Deep South the traditional quail hunt combines sport anc
ceremony with great elegance. The shooting is just one aspect of this party, but the dogs, the mt
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wagon, the red eye gravy and grits, and the choice bourbon in the evening all make up into a spec
case.
The Nandi Lion. Rounding up a lion in a circle of spearmen in the traditional fashion is certainly one
of the great hunting adventures. It is legally unacceptable today, but its day is not long past.
The Howdah Tiger. The old-fashioned tiger hunt from the back of an elephant is another leisure th;
is probably extinct, but its memory should not be allowed to vanish.
The "Wild Boar" (Sus scrofa). The big pig is taken properly only with cold steel, either afoot with a
pike or mounted with a lance. Either system is difficult to arrange today but nonetheless very choic
calling for strength, stamina, skill, and physical courage. (These beasties can be distinctly dangerot
You may remember that Adonis was killed by a wild boar.)
The Buffalo. The Cape African buffalo (Syncerus caffer) has nothing much to do with the Cape, bu
we seem to be stuck with the title. There is one school of hunters which maintains that old Nyati is th
most dangerous of game animals currently pursued. Danger, of course, depends upon circumstan
which are not always easy to arrange, but the buffalo does kill people, even in today's "politically
correct" atmosphere. If the hunter is well armed, knows his bovine anatomy, is a reasonably goc
shot, and is in full control of his nerves, he is pretty safe from buffalo. But of course those condition:
are not always present at the same time.

« Qvis poli. The poli is the grandest of the sheep in person, but his landscape is dreary. In a go«
specimen, he is the grandest of all trophies to hang on the wall, but it is now not very difficult, thoug|
expensive, to gather him up.

« Coue's Deer. This delicate little creature is the ultimate of the whitetail, and thus, probably the
ultimate deer of any kind. His habitat is restricted to the Southwest of the US, and he is not plentifu
but under the right circumstances he makes up into one of the very best hunts.

"Think, therefore, on revenge and cease to weep."

Henry IV

| suggest that you do not come to pistol school with a pistol which may not be cocked ("double—action only"
You will hold yourself back and perplex the other members of the class.

This current rage for the "Pocket Ten" seems to be doing well across the counter. A Pocket Ten is a pre
good idea, but not one worth ringing bells about. The purpose of the pistol is completely defensive, and it
not clear that reducing its defensive capability is a particularly worthy notion. Certainly a compact handgun
easier to pack around, but ease of use would seem to be a secondary consideration. According to Con
Master Clint Smith, it is more important that a pistol be comforting than comfortable. Naturally the shoote
wishes to optimize his circumstances, but he ought not to do this at risk of his life. The logogram DV(
represents the equality of precision, power and quickness. It does not seem wise to emphasize one elen
over another.

In that regard we learn, to our mild disgust, that some outfit back in the East has decided that they own so
sort of copyright on the logogram and that, therefore, we (the practitioners of the modern technique
defensive pistolcraft) must not go around putting DVC on anything. The trouble with this is that we have bee
putting those letters in various form on all sorts of artwork for about 40 years, and we are not inclined to ste
melting down our belt buckles, gunstocks and cap ornaments. It is unfortunate that people who have no st
of their own wish to inflict their own low standards upon other people.

A correspondent recently mentioned that a relative of his had been "a member of the US Navy." Somehov
do not think you can be a "member" of the Navy. The old-fashioned term for a sailor was "sailor," with o
without sails. Better a US Marine than a "member of the US Marine Corps," or so it seems to me.
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So it appears that the home of the brave includes citizens who may be intimidated by the presence of a pla
knife! One may only be terrorized if he allows himself to be. Terror is a bad word and should be abandone
Apparently we are living in an age when word usage may be dictated by the timid, the cowardly and tt
dishonorable. Let us turn that around and set up proper English usage to suit people who are worthy of it. J
as you cannot be enslaved against your will, you cannot be terrorized against your will. We inherit a nob
tradition. Let us now resolve to live up to it!

People who presume to teach us about such things suggest that we change our ready ammunition every
months. | guess this is a good policy, but | do not regard it as a flat rule. The shelf-life of high quality
smallarms ammunition is almost indefinite. On the other hand, shooting up your ready stock at least every
months will provide you with more time on the range; and that, of course, is a good thing in itself.

| suppose | should not keep repeating it, but the presence of an intermediate eye relief telescope sight does
make a rifle a Scout. There are about seven essential attributes to the scout concept, and taken together
make up into a "symbiosis" — a total which is greater than the sum of its parts.

Odd, but no one seems to have mentioned that the principal objurgators of the Jews in modern time are
Nazis and the Moslems.

In view of all this talk about military justice and "tribunals," we look back upon the time we spent in and
around courts martial as a junior officer. In those days my bible was "Naval Courts and Boards", which we
later followed by the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). All involved agreed that if you are innocent,
you want a military court. If you are guilty, you want a civil court. The military court will attempt to find out
what happened. A civil court, too often, is merely a procedural confrontation between two technicians.

| do not see how we can fight a war against terrorism, any more than we can fight a war against gravity. If v
are going to fight, we are going to have to find a target, and that target will have to be human, rather than
attitude.

"You do not survive a gunfight. You win a gunfight."

Colonel Bob Brown

During the holidays just past, we were feted with the usual exhortations about "peace." Peace is a nice thi
but it is not overly impressive. All you need to do to achieve peace is to give up, and as to that, we will
have all the peace we need - all too soon. Perhaps we should consider the paraphrase "Peace on Earth
Men of Good Will." Those people who want all infidels dead do not seem to fit into that category.

Several correspondents have informed us that according to the Koran, Moslems are forbidden to fight any |
defensive wars. Since | do not read Arabic, | cannot be sure about this, but it seems that the Arabs hac
defend themselves furiously all the way from Mecca (in Arabia) to Tours (in France), going backwards all th
time. Those Christians must have been pretty clever in order to get around behind the ragheads, who tl
defended themselves in reverse for several thousand miles and several hundred years.

Our two favorite columnists are Thomas Sowell and Florence King. Miss King just threw us a real beauty i
National Review. She asserts that her mother (an unreconstructed Southern Lady) disputed this "sensitiv
about busting the ragheads during Ramadan, as follows: "That's the best time to get 'em — when they've
their faces in the rug and their asses in the air."

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.
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Jeff Cooper's Commentaries

Previously Gunsite Gossip

Vol. 10, No. 2 February 2002

Winter

Well, they certainly got our attention, and since that appears to have been their primary objective, they ha
won the first round of the Holy War. We now have to determine what it may take to win. In my distant youth
the main view in any conflict was, "Who started it?" Well, they started it. "All you gotta do is look," as the girl
says in the song. Apparently in the eyes of the faithful, it is our fault for being evil-minded. | suppose a goc
many of us are, but that is hardly an occasion for the promulgation of mass homicide, though those of t
opposite faith may hold otherwise. However that may be, this war does truly catch the attention, and when ¢
starts to consider shooting matters, as in this paper, one's topic headings become difficult to sort out.

It seems to us that OBL has served his purpose and should be quietly dropped over the side, assuming the
is still alive. God knows a public trial is about the last thing the world should have to put up with at this time.

So now for the upcoming SHOT Show in Las Vegas, where we will be exposed to a vast trade fair at which
witness all sorts of novel items designed to entice the buyer. A special aspect of this is the fact that we alre:
have our guns and they work just fine. Personal firearms should not be subject to the whims of fashion. If yi
have a good gun you hardly need another one. This, of course, is exasperating to the salesman, whose ai
life is to make you discontented with what you have. In my case — and | believe in that of most readers — | &
not discontented with what | have. The weapons | own, and have owned for a very long time, do just fine, a
while true perfection exists only in the mind of God, a really good gun approaches the ideal very closely. Tl
grand hunting rifle | carried to take my first big game back before War Il is practically flawless. Its only
weakness is that it may be longer and heavier than necessary. By comparison with today's Steyr Scout, it r
be a bit clumsy to pack around in the boondocks, but this is not a serious matter — except to a salesman.

Of course the overwhelming desire on the part of some people to collect gadgetry exists apart fro
considerations of excellence. The collector simply must collect new guns from time to time, not because th
are necessarily better, but because he wants them. This is okay, but it makes the SHOT Show less exci
than a demonstration of high fashion.

"The world's most mutually incompatible religions — Christianity and Islam."

Edmund Morris in Theodore Rex

Let us bear in mind that a good trigger is not necessarily a light trigger. Crispness, which is the lack ¢
apparent trigger motion on striker release, is the essential element of a good trigger. Personally | like the
light, but crisp is more important than light. There are those who maintain that a light trigger is somehoy
unsafe, and so it is in the hands of a klutz, but any firearm is unsafe in the hands of a klutz. (I have heart
stated for insurance purposes that any of the upper—end Porsches is unsafe in the hands of a klutz. How tru

Machinery is, of itself, neither safe nor unsafe. It is rather people who make the problem.

This matter of arming the pilots of commercial aircraft tends to miss the point, as is the case with mar
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considerations involving groups rather than individuals. Certainly nobody should be armed unless he
properly qualified, both mechanically and temperamentally, in the use of his instrument. You cannot arm
man by simply handing him a gun, and we would not want to see airlines handing out pistols to aircrews. C
the other hand, if these people show the desire and the capacity to handle this problem, they should not ¢
be allowed, but encouraged, to protect both themselves and their passengers. This is by no means an abs
problem. There are all sorts of ways of checking people out in all sorts of skills, from skindiving to skydiving
It is, of course, necessary to remember that people are more significant as individuals than as member:
groups.

Of course there are the young. As new generations come up on the scene, they naturally constitute a ma
for personal firearms acquisition. A youngster can do very well with dad's gun, but there is a charm abo
personal ownership that a borrowed weapon cannot provide. | am often asked about the age at which
should acquire his own first weapon. The answer must depend upon both social responsibility and al
physical structure. The age at which a young person may be considered socially responsible cannot be fi;
by a number. Some kids are sound citizens at age ten. Others never become so. In a properly organi
family, the parents control these matters, but in an age of ephemeral relationships and dual wage earn
moral standards are too seldom taught at the dinner table.

As to physical development, young people do not mature at the same rate. Parents can determine
observation the point at which the child is strong enough and long enough of limb to manage the manual
the rifle or shotgun. This will change from case to case, but | tend to think of it about the subject age «
fourteen. Many of my friends have insisted that shooting be taught much earlier, and start by introducing tl
offspring to the 22 pistol way down around age eight. This is okay as long as it refers to usage rather th
ownership, but shooting is one of the basic rights of passage, and a proper parent will make sure that
offspring is a fully responsible citizen by the time he is old enough and strong enough to handle a firearm.

Recently an anecdote was passed around involving the teaching of marksmanship at a summer camp. A ¢
suggested to the operator of this activity that the teaching of marksmanship might be considere
"irresponsible.” The proper answer here, in my opinion, is that not teaching marksmanship to an adolesce
would be irresponsible.

We have received some excellent action reports from Orange Gunsite graduate and Marine Lieuten:
Colonel Chris Bourne. It appears that the age of marksmanship is not totally past, in that Colonel Bourne
people had done some excellent work, one—on-one, while helicopter—born in Afghanistan. This work we
done in semi—automatic mode using the M14 rifle.

Daughter Lindy is organizing a moose hunt in Maine for this coming Autumn. She is a fine field shot and a
experienced huntress, but her outfitter feels called upon to enjoin her use of a 30—caliber rifle for this tas
Apparently he has had some unsatisfactory experiences with military-sized cartridges up in his moo
country, but he is not well enough informed to realize that placement is far more important than caliber whe
hunting big game. A moose is a big, stolid animal and not readily susceptible to shock, but | have taken thre
with one shot each, and | will maintain that if you cannot take a moose with a 308 (using proper bullets) th
you cannot take him with a 375 either. Lindy will probably resolve this question by using the Steyr (Dragoor
in caliber 376 Steyr, but whatever she does, she could do it just as well with her own personal Scout. (Nc
that Gunsite staff member Ted Ajax did exactly that last season in Montana.)

| find it strange that our media seems so upset about the nature of human conflict. From reading the pape
watching the tube, one would get the impression that nobody has ever gone to war before, and that nobc
now alive has ever seen anybody shot. We did a lot of shooting on all sides in the 20th Century, and that is
going to stop in the 21st. Lethal conflict is not a pretty sight. Neither, of course, is it unthinkable ot
unspeakable. When people fight, people get hurt. Sometimes the results are pretty shocking. We should av
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fighting when we can, but there are many things worse than bloodshed, and cowardice is one of them.

It has been pointed out to me that | am in error in referring to all non-ragheads as "Christendom.” A whole |
of people who profess Christianity are a long way from being Christians, but since we are going to have
choose up sides, | guess we better start buying the right uniforms.

We are mildly perplexed at the attention given to this Johnnie Walker kid, the Bay Region Taliban. Men hax
ratted on their own side now and again throughout history, and they have usually been dropped over the s
without fanfare. It is not a big deal. If you are a rat, you are a rat. The thing is, it takes a king—sized rat:
stand out, and a Bay Region hippy does not qualify. Usually it takes a general (Flavius Josefus, Bened
Arnold, Alkibiades). A friend of ours opined that at least this Johnnie Walker kid had "the courage of hi:
convictions." The courage of one's convictions does not constitute grounds for treason. The parents of t
principal in this case insist that he is not guilty as charged because he was not there at the time. That is a pr
good excuse, but it calls for proof. As our number one son—in—law, who was for 20 years a county prosecut
puts it, "In the first place, | wasn't there. In the second place, if | was there, | didn't do it. In the third place, if
did it, | didn't mean to. And in the fourth place, | was insane at the time." These are the standard remar
made when a punk is seized by the scruff of the neck. He seldom makes his case.

We notice a tendency in the press, especially the British press, to regard "democratic" and "good"
equivalent words. This is not good thinking. A political institution may be good and not democratic, as witt
the Hapsburg Empire, or it can be democratic but not good, like the French Revolution. Democracy, which
simply majority rule, is a means to an end, but not an end in itself. Note that the word never appears in eitt
the Declaration of Independence or the United States Constitution.

| guess that as a "gunners' guru” | should not mention it, but the wild pigs of the world are properly taken wit
cold steel. The weapon of choice is a lance from horseback or a pike from afoot. One of our most colorf
hunters of recent times was Sir Samuel Baker, and he used a knife. | have not taken many pigs, and those"
a rifle, which makes me a bad example. But pigs may be among our most outstanding "big game" of the 2.
Century. So let us, by all means, sharpen our spears.

At this time of writing, the three most interesting rifles available remain the Wild West Co—Pilot, the Blase!
R93 and the Steyr Scout. And amazingly enough the most interesting utility sidearm remains the 1911 C
and its clones. Reports we get back from Afghanistan suggest that the two most useful smallarms in the H
War remain the M14 and the 1911.

A sense of humor is what keeps the human psyche from total disaster, and if you cannot see the joke, your
is hardly worth living. It is true that in the large picture there is not a great deal to laugh about today, but th
does not mean that one should spend his life under that rain cloud. A full-house war is a pretty grim thing, t
my best memories of both World War Il and Korea are examples of what might be called gallows humor. An
there is no more cheerful sound than that of "boots and saddles" or "general quarters" played on a milite
bugle.

We have a considerable list now of applicants for the Osama bin Lottery. If your date has passed already,
will simply put you down for the same date next year.

The American pronghorn is, in our opinion, a nifty game animal, but he is frequently misunderstood. Livin
on the open plains and in country in which there is often very little cover, he often can be seen way out p:
Fort Mudge. That, however, is not an excuse for shooting beyond a reasonable distance. Charlie Putman, \
is one of Gunsite's more distinguished graduates, proposes that a pronghorn hunter should limit himself
ranges of 100 yards and less. My own pronghorn was indeed a long shot, but that is not to my credit. If | h
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taken him at 50 yards, that would have been a much more sporting achievement.

Competition with smallarms should be above all else relevant. That is, it should relate to the purpose f
which the instrument was designed. As a youth | studied the fencing foil seriously. Also the saber and epe
but | was frustrated by the fact that these efforts, while vigorous and artistic, were never really designed
accomplish anything. A touch with the point of a foil does not settle anybody's hash nor solve any argumel
Likewise when we pose a shooting problem which does not represent the basic utility of the firearm, it lost
its attraction for both competitor and spectator. Naturally we cannot make shooting contests truly realisti
since we cannot make them lethal, but that does not mean that we should not try to make each contest as «
to reality as possible. The rules should be "If that could not happen on the street or in the field, it has no ple
in the contest."

We learn that the Mullah Omar has now called upon the faithful to gird up for "the extinction of America."
The trouble is he does not know where it is.

We rather wish that our egg—headed social commentators would quit trying to prevent our annoying tt
ragheads. They are already annoyed as much as necessary, and there is no way that we as infidels can turi
around. Why they are sore at us hardly matters, since they are and for reasons which lie in the past. We as
warriors of the West will accomplish nothing by trying to analyze the causes of hostility. Our business now |
to win the Holy War and clean up our act as necessary as we go along.

Any of the faithful who are interested in attending one of the "Masters Series" classes should note that the
sessions are not designed to make the students into Masters — only the student himself can make himse
Master — but rather that they will be taught by Masters - faculty members who are not only master performe
with the weapon of choice, but also master teachers of that weapon. In the classic sense, a Mastel
Weaponry is not necessarily a master practitioner with his weapon, though it is a good thing if he is, but th
he be above all a superlative educator, who can understand and solve the problems of each student, rather
winning a maximum number of contests. A good coach should, of course, be a very fine shot, but above a
beyond that, he should be a very fine teacher.

Unfortunately we cannot arrange for gunfights, but we do earnestly request any of the faithful to fill us in o
the details of any shooting incidents in which they may participate, both on the street and in the field. Only t
analyzing the past can we improve upon the future.

For those who wish to fiddle around with their sidearm, we suggest that one of your first operations should |
that of "dehorning," which is the process of rounding all external sharp edges from the instrument. Tho:
prismatic edges so long prized by reputable machinists wear out hands, clothing, holsters, and furniture. Evi
outward edge of your pistol should be smooth and round. Appropriate examples will occur to you.

Now that most reputable US citizens may become "permit holders" if they so choose, we must now becor
publicized as "the good guys."” This may not be possible in the megalopolis, but the process is alrea
underway in the rest of the country.

It has long been our dogma that stopping power is an essential element of the defensive triad, and this rem
true as ever. However, the purpose of defensive combat is to stop one's adversary, and a 22 rimfire hit in
tear duct will stop any fight of which we have knowledge. Thus we do not push the 22 pistol as a defensi
sidearm, but we do insist that perfect placement with the 22 is decisive. There is a place for the miniature
pistol, as long as it is well crafted and easy to use. It appears that most defensive confrontations are terming
solely by the display of a firearm. This cannot be proven, but the mass of street experience suggests that
true. Nobody wants to get shot with any sort of pistol, which brings us around to the first principle of gut
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fighting, which is "Have a gun!"

We call your attention to a proposed special course tentatively called "Dangerous Game" to be held at Gun:
this year in March. It is intended for the edification of forest service people serving in the northern part c
North America, specifically as it relates to the matter of "problem bears." A game animal, of course, i
something one pursues on purpose, whereas people who wander the wild, either professionally or otherw
are more concerned about running onto something which may prove dangerous, even if not purposefu
sought. We intend to go into this matter in some detail and to feature instructors who have had persol
encounters of the appropriate kind. When one thinks of dangerous game the first quarry to come to mind is
buffalo, but this course will not go into buffalo hunting unless the student body specifically asks about tha
To most of the old-timers, the only really dangerous game animal was the elephant.

"If we are afraid to get hurt and they are not, they win."
Pat Buchanan
"Timidity is the curse of the age."

The Guru

| suppose everyone has now heard of the disgusting episode at the Phoenix airport where Governor Gen
Joe Foss was shook down by the ineptizoids at the security check. Joe Foss may be the most distinguis
American now living, but this means nothing to some yahoo at the bottom of the employment scale who ney
heard of Joe Foss, nor of the world war, nor of the Pacific Ocean, nor of the Congressional Medal of Honc
There are those who complain that we do not teach our young people enough "math" (though what th
doubtless mean to indicate is arithmetic). That is certainly true, but we have other things that our your
people are lacking in besides math, perhaps the most important of which is history. There must be sol
gualifications required of anyone who signs on to teach elementary school, but | do not know what they ai
Joe Foss is an authentic American hero — but what is a hero? The way the world is going now even t
professional ignoramus may have reason to learn about heroism in the immediate future.

From what we can tell from the tube, as it is shown to us out here in the sticks, the "bottom—feeders" in o
society certainly look, act and dress the part. This is "profiling.” It is not only acceptable, it is pretty mucl
automatic.

A correspondent just asked us if we would devote a little attention to the problem of the left—handed riflema
who is not being accommodated by Steyr Mannlicher. There is not much of a problem here, since almost
practical rifle shooting is slow-fire. A man who fires from the left shoulder has little difficulty in operating

the bolt from the offside, since with a little practice he can work that bolt with either hand in the time it take
him to recover from the recoil of his first shot. It is nonetheless annoying that the manufacturers are unwillin
to address this matter. Of course, not all of them are. Several current bolt—action weapons (conspicuously
including the Steyr Scout) are available in mirror-image, left—-hand configuration. The best of these is th
Blaser R93, which is longitudinally symmetrical and may be converted from right-to left—hand operation b
simply installing a left—handed bolt. The R93 is a superb weapon, incorporating several conspicuot
advantages, but it is not a Scout and it cannot be converted into one without expensive rebuilding.

So | must counsel my friend either to cultivate "cross—over" bolt work, or go to the Blaser. Left—-handedness
a slight advantage to a swordsman and it need not discommode a rifleman enough to matter.

Our old friend Ted Taft killed his man on Guadalcanal with a knife, rather than a sword, and the techniqt
involved did not inconvenience him at all.
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When recently a noted British philosopher was asked if he would be prepared to die for his beliefs, he replie
"Certainly not! Who knows, | could be wrong."

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.
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Vol. 10, No. 3 March 2002

Never The Twain Shall Meet

Well, they finally got Jonas Savimbi. There was possibly the greatest unsung hero of the Cold War. Savim
fought the Communists to a standstill in Angola for decades, with no help from us. He was no
"African—-American" (unsatisfactory term). He was, on the contrary, a first-string African, and he will go
down historically with Chaka as one of the great heros of his people. | never had the honor of meeting hi
but I got pretty close on two occasions, and | regret the loss.

The upgraded version of "The Art of the Rifle" is now available for sale. The illustrations are properly in colo
but there is still some trouble with the captioning. The book may be, some critics have said, "The best thing
its kind," but that is not wonderful when we remember that it is the only thing of its kind. There may be
another or two works on general rifle marksmanship, but we have not seen them.

We admired Jim Cirillo's new "general—purpose revolver" built to his specifications by Dan Wesson, Inc. |
features interchangeable barrel lengths and calibers from 44 Mag on down.

On the subject of wheel guns, | tend to fancy the feather-weight 22 introduced last year by Smith & Wessc
At risk of sounding loony, | maintain that the 22 long rifle is a considerably more practical cartridge than th
38 Special, or for that matter almost any other handgun cartridge. The advantage of the 22 is that you w
shoot it a lot, and thus learn to hit what you are shooting at. While stopping power is certainly an essential o
sidearm intended primarily for defensive use, we must remember that a 22 in a tear duct tends to stop m
decisively than a 9 in the wish—bone. Of course to use a 22 in a combat mode, the shooter must be w
trained and in total charge of his nerves, and that may be too much to expect. However, as we have of
taught, more than half of handgun confrontations are successfully concluded by the appearance of a hand
rather than the shooting of one. Nobody wants to get shot with anything, and most people cannot tell o
handgun from another. The 1911 still constitutes the defensive handgun of choice, and the more sea stories
get back from the wars, the more this point is proven. But in the big picture it is attitude that wins fights
Naturally we want the right equipment, but what we need is the right attitude.

The gold-finished presentation piece from Investment Arms was demonstrated at the SHOT Show. This i
fairly regulation 1911 clone, heavily loaded with gold ornament, plus my monogram and other illustrations.
do not believe that anyone will want to shoot a piece like this, but it is nice to have, if only to hang on th
wall. It will shoot, of course, if circumstances call for it. $2,500 a copy. Phone Jesse Herron a
877-994-4867.

We have an incident to report from Montana logging three clean, one-shot kills on prime bull elk witr
30—caliber rifles. There was one with a 300 WM, one with a 30-06, and one with (what else?), a 308 Ste
Scout. As Karamojo Bell pointed out so well, it is not what you hit them with, it is where you hit them.

Still, the merchandisers keep trying to make us discontented with the cartridges we now have. This is ratl

like making us discontented with sex. | mean, what is there to improve! On my very first elk hunt, so ver
long ago, | took my beast with four shots from the 375, whereas my partner took his with one shot from tt
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30-06. Then as now, it is skill, rather than gadgetry, which wins the game.
This is not to say that gadgetry properly understood and employed may not be a big help. Jim Wes

outstanding "Co-Pilot" may be considered gadgetry, but actually its merit lies in its convenience rather the
in technology.

This talk about bringing our traitor Johnnie Walker to trial is tiresome. It seems to us that there is no need
bring a traitor to trial. All a trial does is bring attention to a circumstance better left unpublicized. There i
really no reason for ceremony. All that is necessary is to discover exactly what he did, after which he may
dispatched without ceremony.

As to the righteousness of this procedure, it was impressed upon us as junior officers that if a man is innoc
he should seek a military court. Only if he is guilty should he demand a civil court. The purpose of a militar;
court is to find out what happened. The purpose of a civil court is to get the accused off, if possible.

The movie "Black Hawk Down" has become required viewing for those of the military outlook. It has been s
long since | have heard a shot fired in anger that | am in no position to criticize the actions displayed in th
movie, so | won't. The overall effect, however, is most gratifying to the people we may term "hairy—cheste
nut-scratchers." Without intending a put-down, it does show to a certain extent how wars have changed
the 20th Century. You have probably heard the story about the British exchange officer on duty at one of t
United States senior service schools who was asked to define the mission of the cavalry. His response: ™
mission of the cavalry, my dear sir, is to lend a touch of class to what would otherwise be merely a vulg:
brawl." Quite so. However well that scuffle in Mogadishu turned out, it was notably deficient in class. Nof
theirs.

We are now looking into Bill Ruger's new double shotgun, and we expect great things. New products i
firearms are not often designed to fill a productive niche, but perhaps this one is. Bill insists that a real
superior double gun hitherto priced beyond reach of the peasantry can be achieved by means of mod
technology. We have asked shotgun master John Gannaway to examine this for us and tell us about it
really good double shotgun at a "reasonable" price is something the world really needs even more than a g
five—cent cigar.

We continue to be bombarded with marksmanship tales which seem to be impossible. This is no new thing,
these stories have been around since the very inception of missilery — witness little David and the thr
smooth stones. It is odd, however, to hear people relate as truth episodes which, while intended to impress
ignorant, simply provoke scorn. We have long taught that inherent accuracy that one cannot appreciate
useless. Robinhood, as you know, was supposed to be able to split an arrow lengthwise with a second ¢
after placing the first one in the target. (On demand yet!) | am now told of people doing things on the ranc
with M16s which cause the listener simply to change the subject. Parlons d'autre chose, as the French put i

Why people do this sort of thing is a matter for the psychiatrist, rather than the journalist. There is no har
done, but it discourages the gentleman marksman in discussing skills. | think the next time | hear an exam
of this sort of thing | will tell the storyteller about the time | was able to accelerate from zero to 60
miles—an—hour in minus 2 seconds, thereby arriving before | started out.

(Well, they did that, as you may recall, with the Blackbird some years ago when they landed in Englan
before they took off in California. The thing is, of course, that due to our time conventions that really
happened.)

Family member and hunting master Charlie Putman tells us that one should always shoot his pronghorn at .
yards or less, thereby establishing his hunting skill. A point to heed.
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In perusing the sporting press, | see that the shooting sling on rifles has been abandoned, at least by
general public. Before | made my first big game hunt on elk in Wyoming in 1937 | had shot a number of fere
goats on Catalina Island, plus a few jackrabbits in various parts of the Southwest. | had been shown t
shooting sling on the rifle by our esteemed Sergeant Lawson, mentor of the LA High School ROTC battalio
and | used that shooting sling in the field whenever possible. It worked, and it still does. It does nothing fc
you if your shooting position affords no support for your left elbow, but it increases your hitability factor by a
value of about one-third in other circumstances. | found this out for myself in the field after being shown th
technigue on the range, but if | can believe what | see in print, it is now a lost art. But then these heros toc
who bring down running mountain sheep at 450 yards were never introduced to the art. Here at Gunsite we
have the privilege of introducing newcomers to these things, and this is a source of great satisfaction, tho.
we certainly have not reached reported perfection.

The new activity program being fostered by the National Rifle Association is a TV series emphasizing victor
as opposed to victims. This program will reenact actual occasions on the street where the proposed victim
street crime turned the tables upon his attacker and won the day. This is the best idea to come forth in a |
time. Whether internationally, publically or personally, grief is an unproductive emotion. As Shakespeare tel
us, we should replace grief with wrath. The enemy cannot be taught to like us or respect us. What he must
taught now is to fear us.

Those of you of the old school will remember that we threw the Moors out of Spain in 1492. Trouble is the
we did not throw them far enough. In searching through the records for ragheads of consequence, | disco
Haroun-al-Rashid and Saladin, and then my sources begin to dry up. Our current crop of Extollers of T
Faithful would have us believe that what we may refer to as the Arab Culture was way ahead of the West
until something mysterious happened along about 1450 or so. These people had shown us such thing:
numerology, algebra, cotton fabric, and coffee, but suddenly something went wrong. Maybe they lost the
push and civilization left them behind. The cultural structure of Islam must have a strong appeal, otherwise
would not be proselytizing throughout the world as it is. How is it that the West copes and the East does n
Allah has fallen short somewhere along the line.

We have long thought that people should pay more attention to what they say, but we are not getting very f
What, for example, is meant by "innocent"? What is an innocent civilian? Apparently the journalist feels the
a man wearing a uniform is guilty, but if he is not he is innocent. | do not think this distinction will hold up in
court.

It appears that the Mannlicher organization of Austria has not only changed hands, but severed its connect
with Gun South in Alabama. Mannlicher has an elegant tradition and deserves more appreciation than it n
enjoys. | hope that its new arrangement for exporting to the United States works out to everyone's advanta
(If you have not got your copy of the Scout in 308, or the "Dragoon” in 376, better grab it quickly while the
prices are good. If you need a rifle, you need one of those — quick before it is too late.)

To fight with the sword may be brutal, but honorable. To fight with a germ is merely disgusting.

| suppose any kind of hunting is better than no hunting at all, but | fear | can take no pleasure out of hunti
from a blind. | have done this on several occasions and | cannot recommend it. It certainly may be producti
but it does not provide the hunting experience that | prize. | love the woods and the prowl, and while
certainly do not insist that other people share my feelings in this (especially since my crippled condition cu
me back now), | do not see that sitting solidly in a blind waiting for something to walk by provides any thrill.
It seems to be that really to hunt one must do just that, get out in the wilderness and wander about seek
tracks or contact. Ortega maintains that the best form of hunting is with hounds, spirited and emotion
contact with the dogs themselves. If we accept that, hunting with hounds should be given first place. Aft
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that, prowl and stalk. After that | would put ride—and—spot (which is what is done mostly in the Western US)
Only then | would place sit—-and-wait. (Not always, of course. Corbett had occasion to ambush a couple
man-—eaters in a way that was sporting enough for any six people.)

As everyone should know by now, one cannot translate Arabic into English with accuracy. Also there al
various forms of Arabic which do not translate very well even into each other. So we would like those wh
keep talking about what the Koran says to stop talking about it. I do not know what the Koran says, and | «
not think these journalists do either.

Among the other signs of times we discover that coping is unfashionable. As far as | can tell, today's youl
people are taught not to handle problems but rather to call for help. This is very bad race conditioning. As
boy I led a privileged life, but | nonetheless often got into jams beyond reach of assistance. | never called 1
help, and my father would have sneered at me if | had done so. At age seventeen while driving alone | bley
tire. | had never seen a wheel changed but | figured the matter out by myself. This is not to boast but only
point out that young men should be expected to cope.

We are pleased to report that Craig Boddington, possibly the most notable "gun writer" of recent years, h
been promoted from Colonel to Brigadier General USMC. Not only that, we hear that he has been given
command somewhere in the embattled Near East. Confusion to our enemies and hurray for our side! Go
‘em, General!

If you have a 22 and a good 30-06/308, you really do not need anything else — but do not tell th
merchandisers that!

Technology will not win the Holy War, though it may certainly grant us some satisfying temporary victories.
Spiritual strength is what we need — and it is available. There are a lot of people who think God is on the
side. Well, let's see about that.

A friend of ours who is troubled with a nagging form of recurrent carcinoma makes a practice of visiting :
Mayo Clinic regularly to keep ahead of the game. He reports that over the last couple of years the Ma
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, has been so completely patronized by Arabs that treatment therein begins
resemble some sort of cult practice. The waiting rooms are solidly populated with people wearing bed shee
Treatment at the Mayos is not cheap, but this does not trouble the ragheads.

On our new electronic communication systems, we notice a profusion of what may be called "electron
punctuation.” Correct punctuation serves a real purpose, and when you short—circuit it you usually lo¢
meaning.

The new self-loading 22 pistol from Walther seems to be a good idea. We will report.

It would be nice to think that the niche concept guides our technical and industrial progress. This is the id
that the producer should find a need and then build a product to fill it. This is sometimes the case, but r
always. Contrarily, there is a certain kind of maker who builds a product and then figures out a job for it t
fill. In the gun world which is our specialty we see both examples. For instance, the Glock is enormousl
popular, but it fills no niche. We were better off with what we had before. On the other hand, the Steyr Sco
does more things in more ways than in any other current rifle design and thus fills that niche. Both syster
seem to depend more upon marketing skill than upon excellence.

These people on the other side turned out to be a bad lot, but they are not as annoying as those on our
who keep trying to apologize for them. Our enemy in the Holy War turns out to be simultaneously deadly ar
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silly. They can kill us, of course, dead, but it is hard to take anyone seriously who announces continuous
five times a day that God is Great. Is it that "milady doth protest too much"?

As the British philosopher once put it, there is hardly any product in the world that someone cannot make
little worse and sell for a little less, and the man who makes price his only concern is the natural prey of tt
man.

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.
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Winterset

When | recently expressed some puzzlement about the semantic confusion in the differences between iron
steel, | did not realize that | would get such an enthusiastic response. A whole sock—full of correspondents |
responded by telling me at some length the various terminological differences now in use in the steel indust
| am duly grateful. | must remark, however, that these people do not agree amongst themselves, even in
matter of text books. Apparently a metal is steel if you call it steel, and iron if you call it iron. The amount o
carbon in the product, though relevant, may not be conclusive. Of the various courses which | did not tal
when | was in college (to my regret) one was the history of metallurgy. Metal is what defines mankind. Th
Greeks even had a god of the forge, expressing how important the working of metals was to them. In passir
have discovered that much of what we have called bronze is actually copper, and | found that some of t
edged weapons of the Nahuatl was actually a form of bronze, though the Spaniards referred to it as cop
(cobre). These things are very interesting, but not so much so to a scientist as to a historian. The mattel
maintaining an edge on a sword was of the most vital importance for more than 2000 years. It is quite obvio
that one cannot "break" a sword over his knee or by striking a hard blow if it is made of what we would ca
steel today. The "Spanish sword" of the Romans (gladius hispaniensis) seems to have been made of fa
primitive iron, but would be called steel today by some people. The sword of the Renaissance Spanial
however, was made of excellent steel, in the utilitarian sense, which can be determined by its observ
performance in action.

Thanks very much, friends. Clearly | need to go back to school. Perhaps you will join me.

Note that Hans Hambrusch, who was head of Steyr Mannlicher when we made the original plans for tl
Scout, has gone into business for himself and announced the creation of a bolt—action 700 Nitro Magnt
rifle. Now there is something really to show your friends! You can be sure you will be the only kid on the
block with one of those.

| notice a number of public departments advocating the use of what might be called a "shoulder-read
position. In this, when a shooter with a long gun is ready to fire or thinks that something may come up, |
places the butt into the shoulder, but drops the muzzle until it is pointing perhaps 45 degrees downward, S
holding the weapon in both hands. When ready he simply raises the muzzle to cover the target and keeps
butt in the shoulder. | do not actually object to this system, but | do not push it. The Standard Ready positic
with the butt on the belt, muzzle at eye level, is considerably more comfortable and less tiring. It is in no sen
slower. That is why we use it in engaging the flying clay birds. The trouble with the butt shoulder—read
position is that it is tiresome over a long period. Our friend and family member Dalton Carr, who has had mo
experience with troublesome bears than almost anyone, mentions in his writings that a man can wear him:
out or freeze himself stiff by holding a shoulder-ready position for any considerable length of time. Any
system which works would seem to be okay, but my choice is for the Standard Ready position in mo
circumstances.

Semantic note: Violent criminals in New Guinea now referred to as "raskols." Guess where that word can
from.
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Family member Dick Weinig from Alaska informs us that there still exists a land where you can shoot
moose from your bunk, deck a ram with a pistol, and hike all day without seeing any work of man. Better g
before it's too late.

| dare say that all shooters are familiar with Ruark's Dictum: "Use enough gun." If one has a choice, I
certainly should select a piece with sufficient power to do the job he carries it for. However, it is a gree
mistake to assume that one can compensate for poor placement with increased power. Proper placement
adequate penetration are the essentials. Power is nice to have, but it is not the primary consideration, exc
that the weapon must dispose of sufficient power to secure adequate penetration. Karamojo Bell accounted
his hundreds of elephants with the 7x57 and the 6.5. Dalton Carr's favorite rifle cartridge is the 270, wit
which weapon lan McFarlane fed his family for 28 years. The essence of this matter, however, is that the
people were excellent marksmen who not only could shoot well but could control their nerves unde
conditions of extreme excitement. If a man cannot shoot well enough for the task at hand, and cannot cont
his nerves, selecting a more powerful weapon will not help — if fact it may hurt by giving him an unwarrantec
sense of confidence. As far as | am able to discern it, the consensus of African PHs is that the two great
weaknesses of their inexperienced hunters are packing a rifle which scares them by its excessive blast
recoil, and the lack of the ability to assume a proper firing position quickly. By all means use enough gun, b
do not assume that a bigger gun will get bigger results without a direct measure of assistance from t
marksman.

We hear reports back from Turkestan to the effect that the 9mm Parabellum cartridge is simply not
satisfactory man—stopper. Surprise?

There are so many new major—caliber self-loaders being offered today that | have not been able to evalu
them properly, nor will I, considering the amount of time it will take to run a thorough test on each example.
can pick out specific flaws in specific designs, but that is only negative criticism and not the whole story.
will continue to insist, however, that for personal self-defense against two-legged varmints, a major—calib«
pistol cartridge is the primary consideration. By "major—caliber” we can use the following rough formula:
Multiply bore area (not caliber), times bullet weight in grains, times 1000. If your cartridge can deliver a 44
caliber bullet of 200 grains at 1000 feet per second, you have a passing cartridge, at least in theory. H
again, placement comes before power.

Before leaving the subject, we must remember that a 22 rimfire in the eye socket will stop the fight. The thir
is to be able to insure that.

In the bear—defense class, we ran the group through on the Co-pilot for the purpose of determining wheth
as some have reported, it kicks too much. The answer is that it does not. We had fifteen people, including,
petite guide girl, and nobody suggested that the weapon pushed as much as a 12—-gauge shotgun.

It would seem that most people characterize rifles by cartridge nomenclature. They call a rifle a 30-30 or
375 or such. This designation is a starter, but it does not go the whole way. If a man has two 30-06s, |
example, it would not tell him which one to choose. | have long preached that a student coming to school he
at Gunsite who has a choice of several rifles should pick the one with the best trigger action. People are |
the same (thank God!), so | will not use my own experience as a guide for yours, except to say that | ha
always been able to hit better with a weapon with a good trigger action. By "trigger action” | stipulate a crisj
motionless release (after take up, if any) at 3%z Ibs or less. If a trigger is made too light it may allow the strik
to fall when the bolt is closed, resulting in either a failure to fire or an inadvertent discharge. It takes a goc
gunsmith to install and tune a really good trigger. Some gunsmiths are better than others.

Note that the foregoing is not true of the Blaser, in which the trigger action is more or less independent of tl
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gunsmith's skill. When you press the trigger on a Blaser, it simply removes the piston which holds the strik
back without any rubbing, scraping or creeping.

Therefore the features which distinguish one rifle from another are more numerous than simple cartridq
selection. Stock fit, weight, sighting system, magazine capacity, barrel length, overall length — all these a
factors to be considered. When your friend says that he will bring his "30-06," he has told you something b
not very much.

That beret is a crummy headgear. A proper headpiece for a soldier is a helmet — steel for duty, plastic
liberty. Seems to me we had one like that.

Have you noticed that relatively few shooters are interested in what we may call utilitarian shooting — that is
shooting for a purpose? Most people | talk to do not think seriously about shooting to kill. Now | have nothin
against shooting at targets, | have shot at more targets than most people, but target shooting is irrelevant tc
purpose of the firearm, rifle, pistol or shotgun. | continually run across people who are very proud of .
possession they want to show me. When | ask them, "What is it for?" they are nonplused. | suppose in {
back of their minds is "What it is for is to show people.” Well, that is all right. It does keep the shooting
industry alive, and we do need the shooting industry, but we should not lose track of the objective. You m:
regard a firearm as a toy, but the next time you look at it consider it more seriously. Learn to use it well. YC
may never have to use it for any serious purpose, but you certainly should be able to.

We notice that Taurus has now introduced a 45—caliber service pistol. | will look into this and get back to yo

We asked about the reputed plague of AIDS in southern Africa. Accurate statistics are hard to get, but c
best-educated guess places the rate of the disease at 1% to 2 percent of white South Africans. As reporte
the press, the rate is very high amongst the Bantu.

For those who are concerned about rifle power, family member Ted Ajax reports a clean, one-shot stop
moose with his Scout, using the 180—grain Barnes bullet.

In my continuing, but not successful, effort to preserve semantic purity, | suggest that the Arab attack on t
World Trade Center was an atrocity, rather than a tragedy. Rhodesia is a tragedy.

We just finished a specialized course here at Gunsite intended for people who work (or play) in country whe
they run the chance of inadvertent contact with four—legged beasts which may prove hazardous to their hea
A number of very interesting points were raised.

First, does this person require the use of both hands in his normal activities? The rifle and the shotgun are k
more efficient than the pistol in a deadly confrontation, but if the weapon concerned is too cumbersome to
at hand when the flag flies, you have lost the discussion. Thus while we all admit that a rifle is your princip:
life—saver in any confrontation with a dangerous beast, it may be necessary under some circumstances for
to depend upon a handgun. Since animals strong enough to pose a threat to life and limb are big and str
the handgun intended for defense against such beasts should be as powerful as can be comfortably mance
but range is not an important consideration. If you have to defend yourself against a bear or a lion that you j
happened upon, the chances are that the beast will be within arm's length or less before you can fire. Of
several cases | know in which disaster was avoided with a pistol in an encounter with a dangerous beast,
muzzle was either touching the target or very nearly so.

If you carry a pistol for defense against dangerous animals, you want it to be handy in order to be sure tha
is there when you need it. Drawing speed is of little consequence, but security is important. A man who
working under particularly sloppy conditions of rain, snow, mud, etc., will need a carrying system whick
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protects his piece completely from unwarranted intrusion of foreign matter. In cool climates an open should
holster may suffice since the piece will be worn underneath outer clothing. In warmer climates, a covere
holster may be the best choice.

In animal defense situations you are not likely to need a lot of ammunition. If you fail to brain your animal a
spitting distance, reloading is probably going to be irrelevant.

We get a report from family member Eric Ching of 2300f/s in 19 inches with the 270—-grain Swift bullet.
Seems high. | will check that further.

We are amused to note an ad in a slick magazine saying, "Slim is in." Wal ah be dogged! What you should
is a firearm that is "in." If your pistol is not in, you will just have to go to the rear of the class. The man whc
wrote that ad, of course, is an ad man, only vaguely interested in the truth. The point that he is making is tl
the double-column magazine, introduced by the venerable P35, makes for a pretty broad butt if it is to |
wrapped around a major caliber. A great many rounds in a service pistol is not really very important. Tt
highest score | know of, and | have been studying this matter for a very long time, tallied five stops withot
reloading. It was executed with a 1911 pistol with eight rounds aboard. Four goblins were dead on the sce
and the fifth was carted away on a stretcher. (I am pleased to say that in this case the shooter was a stude
mine.)

But the point is that whether slim is in or out is not a consideration of consequence. A pistol is a close—-rang
antipersonnel device. The P35 was a notable weapon, but it did start us off on a false trail.

It is annoying to hear that they have us fighting amongst ourselves. IPSC people are fighting IDPA peopl
and so on. If you want to fight somebody, | can point out some people in Congress who are worthy of yo
attention, but fighting against ourselves is nothing but destructive.

It appears that we are now contemplating a "Ladies Only" class for November. The front office has not y
told me how they are going to decide who is and who isn't.

A short-barreled, 12—gauge shotgun with rugged metallic sights is doubtless a good bear choice, anc
recommended by many people who work in Alaskan bear country. However, | would choose a rifle. If thi
rifle is to be used for defense against dangerous animals, it is necessary that it be handy. A weapon that i:
clumsy that it is out of reach when you need it is no weapon at all. If a rifle is to be used at any distance, \
are probably avoiding the defensive connotation, but if so, it should be equipped with a shooting sling, eithel
conventional loop or a speed sling. Many people argue against the use or presence of any kind of sling at
since ranges in dangerous situations will be very short and straps can be hampered by thick brush. (Mod
slings are instantly detachable and should be demounted and left aside in conditions of short-range hazard.

Any beast which poses a serious danger to people is a big, strong beast and should not be pestered
minor—caliber rifles. It is true that you can brain almost any beast with a 223, under certain circumstances,
this certainly should not be your first choice. It that squirt gun is all you have, shoot for the brain and hope fi
the best, but remember to pray a lot.

Is our standard 308 (7.62 NATO) adequate for dangerous game defense? Certainly it is, provided proy
bullets are used and the shooter is a cool hand. The proper bullet is one of ample weight and thick jack
Long range exterior ballistics hardly matter. | remember when | was living in California that a friend of mine
had a huge brown bear mounted in his place of business, practically rubbing its head on the ceiling. He lov
to talk about how exciting that bear hunt was, but he was hard put to decide whether it was a matter of st
peril at arm's length or a case of masterful marksmanship way across the canyon. He could never dec
which, so he alternated one story against the other.
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Defense against bears, lions, tigers, and such is a short-range proposition. No matter how fierce he is, no\
animal can hurt you unless he can touch you. Clearly you will make do with what you have, and in mar
cases the defensive situation is improvised, but still you should not select a weapon suitable for long-ran
shooting if its principle purpose is self-defense.

Telescopic sights are so common today that it is practically impossible to sell a rifle without one, but a scoj
is not the right choice when you are trying to stop a beast from biting you. The glass sight is plenty fa
enough — faster than metallic sights when thoroughly understood — but it is no help in stopping a charge, a
regardless of what any salesman will tell you, it is fragile over the long haul. Besides which its lenses mz
easily become obscured by foreign matter under conditions of rough duty. (On the occasion of my one a
only lion, taken head-on at eleven paces, the telescope was an encumbrance. All | could see through the 1
was yellow fur, which offered no aiming point.) Experiences differ and we have room here for endless firesic
conversations, but | do not recommend a telescope sight on a rifle intended for man—killing beasts.

In counting your blessings aren't you glad you were born on the right side of this Holy War?

At risk of sounding too much of a self promoter, | strongly urge prospective students for rifle classes to re:
"The Art of the Rifle" before signing up. And anybody contemplating either Safari Prep or Quadruped Defen:
Class should complete a 270 before showing up for those.

For another plug, | now suggest that it is time for us to re—issue the hardcover version of "Another Country
Paperbacks wear out on the shelf.

You might not believe this, but our man Dan Dennehy reports that our troops in Bosnia had to scrounge th
beer off of peacekeepers from other nationalities. It is hard to think of people in positions of authority who d
not understand about the conduct of war in its relationship to beer. We could give them several examples.
even had beer on some of those South Pacific atolls, during breaks.

Looking at the distressing world scene today, | must but conclude that possibly a war is good for the spir
Not a trivial war with no effect upon the social or economic scene, but a real war in which everybody is
player. In such a war, young men get their priorities straight. They find out quickly what is important anc
what is not. They understand values, and they quite literally prepare to meet their maker. On D—Day mornil
the word goes out, "We're all going into this today and a lot of us are not coming out. Make sure you peor.
understand that and act accordingly."

A war is a great thing for a marriage, as | can testify personally. When you realize that each parting may
the very last one, you prize what is truly valuable and you forget about what is not.

In a real war you undertake a real moral task and you understand about morality. Just recently a young ma
an American, he claims — announced publically that if the United States instituted the draft he would pack t
and slip for Canada. Well, shucks, that really upsets us. Without that bird, we're in bad trouble, or so it seel
to him. He said that his plans did not include any fighting. It might be well to pick that kid up before it is toc
late and put him in the Plans Division, there he could make all sorts of plans involving scrubbing latrines ar
picking up cigarette butts.

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.
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Vol. 10, No. 5 Springtime 2002

Springtime

Well, Spring is upon us without doubt. But this is a tough year for the human race, and "The flowers th:
bloom in the Spring, tra la" are rather hard put to cheer us up. It is vital, of course, to keep one's sense
humor, but at this time there does not seem much to be humorous about - racially, culturally, nationally, n
geographically. Be that as it may, we must not let the deterioration of advancing years nor the foolishness
the ragheads dismay us.

And it is foolishness. It is hard to accept the fact that something may be laughable and deadly at the sa
time, but that is the way things are.

Reports we get from Afghanistan and surroundings suggest that our lads are shooting pretty well. But fie
reports must always be taken with a certain amount of suspicion. We are told that current marksmanst
training in the services makes no use of the shooting sling and is necessarily confined to the M16 rifle. V
must offer our bemused congratulations.

We did not discover much at the Safari Club meeting which was of general interest to the shooter. But the
was at least one item which fairly well took us aback. This is a double-barreled, bolt—action rifle, made in
Austria at great trouble and expense. You can get it in any standard caliber if you have sufficient money a
lots of time. What do you do with it? | guess you astonish your friends with it. How does it work? Well, you
load both barrels and when you work the action you extract the cartridges in both barrels, whether or not th
have been fired, and when you close the bolt you feed a new round into a fired barrel, if any. There are t\
triggers, one behind the other as with a conventional double-shotgun. When you press the first trigger, y
fire the right barrel. When you press the rear trigger, you fire the left barrel. When you work the bolt, yo
have two empties on the ground and two fresh rounds in the chambers. (There are two or three rounds in €
side of the double magazine, depending upon the cartridge chosen.)

This is truly an astonishing development. It goes to the head of the list for the Waffenpdsselhaft award for t
first decade of the 21st century. | can get you the brochure on this piece if you want to order one. | guess
orders will be placed by Arabian oil sheiks who have most of the money in the world and not much to do wit
their time.

Let us remember that the term "double—action" implies double action - that is to say, two different means
causing ignition. A double—action piece may be fired either by cocking it first or by pressing the trigge!
through without cocking. If the weapon cannot be cocked without employing the trigger—cocking system, th:
is a single—action piece, rather than a "double—action only" example. Not that it matters very much.

Somehow it has always seemed difficult for us to take a bearded man seriously unless he is riding a horse.

It is necessary to recall when the new era began back following World War Il, we sought to devise new at
superior means of obtaining hits with a handgun under diversified pressure. Prior to that time, marksmanst
was evaluated primarily by slow—fire efforts on ring targets. This taught people to shoot in a certain way, bl
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it did not teach them much about fighting which, after all, is the mission of the sidearm. In trying to remed
this situation, we devised a new set of criteria as an attempt to make marksmanship realistic. We did this
amateurs — for love of the sport, and sport it was. Techniques became standardized and challenging, but w
we developed were systems suitable for enthusiasts rather than for "the masses."

So competition, first national then international, produced a very high level of skill for those who enjoyed thi
sort thing. But the skill so developed became increasingly unrealistic as we lost sight of the fact that tt
"service pistol," the "duty pistol," the "combat pistol" is an instrument intended to stop unexpected fights ¢
distances rarely greater than across the table.

It was thereby discovered that to stay alive in a lethal encounter, the shooter did not need to be a virtuoso,
rather a coarse, short-range practitioner. Thus we have developed a new series of sidearms, plus a techn
for their use which solved a mass problem in a practical way.

We are unlikely to make marksmen out of employees, drafted or conscripted, since a good marksman mus
essentially a hobbyist. We can, however, turn a peasant into a pretty rough customer in a fairly short time
only we get him to think straight. This sets forth the question of "mind-set," which in lethal combat is more
important than marksmanship.

Thus we have come the full circle. | have been fortunate enough to ride it through from its inception i
Southern California to its present condition. At this date a trainee on the public payroll is not likely to impres
an old-fashioned target shooter, nor a 1960s combat master. He does not need to. What he needs is to
alive, and reports back from "the rock pile" suggest that he is doing pretty well at that.

Due to cancellations there are still spaces in the Masters Series Rifle Classes. Perhaps you do not need
practice. On the other hand...

In an age when we produce more and more college degrees and less and less education it is not surprisir
learn that there are many folks out there who think that the US Constitution includes some sort of guarante
"wall of separation” between church and state. That phrase came from Thomas Jefferson and nowhere app
in the Constitution. The Constitution insures that the United States may not "establish a religion" such as t
Church of England or Islam. It certainly does not rule any form of religion out of public life.

"A vote is like arifle: its usefulness depends upon the character of the user."

Theodore Roosevelt

The Founding Fathers set forth to establish a government of laws, not men, and they did a fine job. There |
problem here, however. Laws only have force as long as men obey them, and if you read the US Constitut
carefully you will find that in its Bill of Rights there are several laws which are conspicuously violated today
by the government. Right now both the President and the Congress seem intent upon ignoring the Fi
Amendment, and hardly anybody in Washington has paid any attention to the Tenth since the reign

Roosevelt Il. So what then? Apparently we can indeed get by by heeding some of the constitution but not

of it. We recently saw a sign in a restaurant which declaimed, "Public apathy is an increasing problem, b
who cares?"

We adopted the 223 cartridge, | am told, because a soldier can carry a lot more 223 ammunition than he cc
308. Somebody pointed out that if you are stuck with a 223 cartridge, you need a lot more ammunition.

Reports from "up front" tell us that there is a large demand for a 45—caliber pistol for use in what amounts
guerilla warfare. It appears, however, that there is no stock of 45 caliber pistol ammunition available for issu
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| think this situation might be remedied if we could just bring ourselves to let the boys buy their own.

And let us bear in mind that they are not boys. If they are not men, God help us!

The home is the fount of both morality and ethics.
It is thus the essential element of civilization.
Romantic love is the basis of the home.

"The date" is the foundation stone of romantic love.

Possibly | am wrong here, but it seems the present degenerative state of civilization may be attributed at le
in part to the demise of the date.

We saw in the press that recently a suicide bomber was blown up by an Israeli rifleman who shot him in f
bursting charge. Perhaps. But perhaps not. | do not know what explosive these ragheads are using, but
know that it is very difficult to fire C4 by hitting it with gunfire. | had occasion to mess with this matter back
in my irregular warfare days, and | eventually abandoned the idea of firing TNT, dynamite or C4 with a rifle
bullet. In the case reported, | assume that the bomber discovered himself to be detected, and when the trc
aimed in on him, he touched himself off.

It is said that not even God can change the past. Apparently this idea has not been fully accepted in the cine
business.

| have been happy with the Safari Prep course, but it simply does not draw with the shooting public. The saf
customers assume either that they know enough already or that their professional hunter will arrange |
things. Both of these assumptions are dubious. From Africa we are deluged with accounts of idioc
committed by customers in the field. | guess such people are simply unaware that they could profit by learni
something about what they are going to do before they do it.

Films from the Land of Canaan suggest that the spray—and-pray technique is commonplace on both side:
the Holy War. Well, that is one way of taking advantage of the 223 cartridge.

The Scout situation is not everything | would desire. The Scout rifle is a very good idea, but like most idea
its worth depends upon its execution. "Sweetheart," which rides on the wall in my armory, was once entitle
by a knowledgeable visitor as "the best rifle in the world." Sweetheart is a prototype scout, and a very fir
instrument indeed. It may be regarded as a progenitor of the Steyr Scout, as finally manufactured some f
years ago. "Galatea," which is one of the early factory Scout rifles from Steyr, rides within reach as | write
but you cannot buy its exact duplicate at this time. You cannot get that trigger over the counter. What th
may sell you as a Steyr Scout may come in the wrong finish, with the wrong bolt—handle, in the wrong calibs
and featuring a strictly pedestrian trigger. However, in view of the problems of the importer at this time, yo
may not be able to get anything at all. The last | heard the pipeline for 308s was empty. You may be able
find a "376 Scout," which is what the factory calls the Dragoon, and this is a nifty instrument, but it is no
Galatea. Domestic Scouts will not feature such nice little items as the double detente, the trigger adapter,
even the scoutscope. Well | got mine. "Pull up the ladder, Charlie, I'm aboard."

| used to think that a good shot was automatically a good man, because the essence of good marksmanst
self-control, and self-control is the keystone of good character. It is difficult to prove a proposition like this
but | am going to hold onto it until convinced otherwise.

When | used to teach irregular warfare at Quantico, | borrowed a doctrine from Lord Dunsany in his boo
"Guerilla." The guerillero does not fight — he Kills.

Vol. 10, No. 5 2473



Jeff Cooper's Commentaries Volume Ten

Guerilla warfare is usually conducted with what we might call "spare parts," over— and underage type
wounded, and disabled. Such people cannot be organized into combat units with which to confront regu
forces. If a guerilla actually gets into a fight he will almost certainly be wiped out, so he by choice takes th
initiative, strikes and vanishes. This sort of thing enrages regular armies, as it did those of the French in t
Peninsular War. It usually results in savagery on both sides. It is an ugly thing, but it will not go away jus
because it's ugly.

Our British source tells us that people using cellular phones at the wheel are 30 percent more dangerous t
drunk drivers. It is curious the way people throw statistics around when they have no method of verification.

The kneeling position, both illustrated and taught over the years, is a pretty poor show with either rifle c
pistol. There is almost no field circumstance in which the shooter gains anything by "dropping to one knee
as our great patron TR was want to do. | have killed only once from kneeling and that was because | w
clinging to a 45 degree slope and shooting around the contour. In almost every other case, we have the sit
position, which is almost as fast and considerably more precise, and now from Vietham we have tf
"Rice—Paddy-Prone" or Military Squat, which is both faster and more precise than any form of kneeling.

Yet | have now met a firing line in which more than half the students were shooting with one knee on th
ground, and no support to the left arm. This achieves exactly nothing except to lower the sight line, which
rarely important. But we see it in the magazines. We see it in the films, and now, by God, | have seen on t
range! Let's call that a 21st Century development and change the subject.

"If I were King," we would now hang Robert Hanssen, with all due ceremony, on the monument grounds. Bl
we would simply drop Johnnie Walker over the side without further conversation.

We have seen with sadness that the nifty Remington 600s and 660s were simply too far ahead of their time
has been suggested that people didn't like the way they looked. Now what difference does it make how a r
looks? The fact that something looks funny does not mean you will not become accustomed to it if it worl
better. Witness the Porsche. Those 600s did feature a really poor sighting system involving a pointless pla
rib. That was the basis of Scout 1, and the sights came off almost at once. The 600/660s introduced t
excellent new cartridges, the 6.5 Remington Magnum and the 350 Remington Magnum, both of which we
real advances. A 660 in caliber 6.5 gave you a Pocket 270, ideal for mountaineers, and the 350 Reming
Magnum proved out to be a nearly perfect cartridge for Alaska. Of course Alaska is pretty remote and tl
word does not get back from there to the hardware stores of the US.

Well you can get ahead of yourselfl The Porsche might have but did not, for which we give thanks. | sincere
hope that the Steyr Scout holds up on the market. It certainly will hold up with shooters. We have a good |
of cases of astonished delight from Africa, but whether it holds up in the hardware stores remains to be seel

One family member has suggested that these Israelis have acquired their use of the 22 rimfire in riot con
from my writings. This is possible. | never intended to keep my teachings secret, but | hardly take credit fc
inventing the idea for a 22 in such work. Its advantages are self-evident and quite apparent to anyone w
thinks about it.

It is essentially illegal to fight back in Britain, so street crime seems to be over the top — mostly committed &
half-grown children.

Just how does one go about fighting a nuclear war? If you haul off and erase City A, your adversary will mo
likely retaliate by erasing City B on your side, and then what? Who wins? Who loses? Who decides? | ha
yet to see any serious work on the strategic use of weapons of mass destruction. | have asked a coupl
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experts about this, so far without any satisfying response.

One correspondent has raised the question of Raven terminology in connection with the establishment her
Gunsite. | have spoken to family members in the past, meaning those people who had come here to scl
when | was in charge of it, and who were philosophically my children in matters of marksmanship. In thos
days the school colors were orange and chocolate brown, but that color scheme was abandoned by the
purchaser and replaced with gray, giving rise to the terms "Orange Gunsite" and "Gray Gunsite." My frien
suggests that since it has become so complicated we use the term Raven to include all those who have |
educated here at Gunsite or who have been deeply influenced by others who have had their teaching hel
Gunsite at any period — in other words, people who have derived their attitudes about marksmanship from 1
fountainhead here in Arizona. He proposes that we call all these people "Ravenfolk.” Good idea?

What drives our adversaries? | do not think it is race, though race certainly is an element in some cases. |
not think it is religion, though religion is obviously a part of the story. | think it is more simply the root of all
evil, which is envy. Envy is indeed the root of all evil. It should be trained out of people of good character, b
good character is not overwhelming us, at least not at this time.

Should airline pilots be armed? Group-thinking leads to trouble here. Certainly no one should be arme
against his will, but with equal certainty no one should be forbidden to arm himself if he so desires. Persona
| would be much happier in a commercial airliner in which both the pilot and the attendants were qualifie
pistoleros. That situation cannot be achieved by legislation, but neither should it be forbidden — by legislatiol

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.
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Vol. 10, No. 6 15 May 2002

School's Out!

The annual meeting of the NRA at Reno this year was as inspirational as usual. The presentations by
senior officers left hardly a dry eye in the house, and the 45,000 faithful who gathered for the occasion we
shown that the cause of liberty for which we fight remains in good hands. For indeed liberty is what w
shooters preserve in this country. Often we talk about the Second Amendment of the US Constitution, whi
grants us no liberty, though it does indeed ratify liberty granted to us by God. Often we talk about "Liberty’
and "Freedom" as if the two ideas were interchangeable. This is not quite true. Try it on yourself. Freedom
a physical condition. Liberty is a political condition. Your freedom can be denied you by chains and bars, bi
your liberty exists or does not exist apart from such considerations. When Governor Henry declaimed, "Gi
me liberty or give me death," he was speaking of something other than freedom — or so it seems to me.

We were privileged again to chat with Joe Foss, US Marine, fighter pilot, brigadier general, state governc
football commissioner, and so on. It has been my signal good fortune to meet personally and chat with thr
genuine heroes - Foss, Hanneken and Rudel. These are true heroes, rather than temporary journali
conceits, and personal contact with such is an elevating experience for which we are duly thankful.

One can go on and on about the exploits of Joe Foss, but one that | learned about at Reno was new to me
one occasion he brought his aircraft back to base bearing over 220 bullet holes. Any one of those hits mic
well have killed him, but he was aloft again the following day — in another airplane, of course. Try that or
your computer sometime!

Reports back from Afghanistan inform us that while the mountaineers there truly love their guns, they rare
have any idea of how to use them. Kipling to the contrary, these birds cannot as a rule "shoot for sour o
jowls," which is pretty good news for us unbelievers.

Does a soldier need to shoot well? Good question. | know of three cases in which excellent fiel
marksmanship decided the action. These were the Boers at Majuba Hill, the US Marines at Chateau Thier
and the Volksturm reservists at the Arnhem bridgehead. There may be other such cases, but if so they are
widely documented. Chroniclers are rarely interested in battle techniques, so the fact that something is
reported certainly does not mean that it did not occur. Nonetheless, good field marksmanship is a rarity — in
out of uniform.

What then is a good field marksman? In my opinion, a man who can hit a tea cup at 100 meters with his fi
shot, from a field position, in a 5 second interval is a good shot. Try this test on yourself, but do not call fc
witnesses. People who talk about good shots are usually terrible liars.

This proliferation of reduced size 45 autos is an interesting development. There are those who insist tt
increased recoil, which must be an aspect of miniaturization, is a step backwards. | used to think so at ¢
time, but no longer. The essential element of a defensive handgun (apart from reliability) is conveniel
portability. This is more evident in the case of the private citizen than with the soldier. Of course there al
plenty of people in the eastern megalopolis, and in Europe, who feel that a private citizen has no business v
any sort of handgun, but we need not talk to them.
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Reduced weight increases recoil, and there are plenty of people who feel that the standard 1911, at 39 oun
kicks too much as it is. Much of this idea is the result of "sea stories" brought back from World War I, and |
is largely basura. The miniature 45s do kick more than the Gl version, but | hardly think that matters. £
defensive pistol situation is normally experienced at arm's length, or a little more. You do not have to sho
target groups if your adversary threatens you across the room, but you do have to hit him hard — hard enot
to stop the fight immediately. We cannot expect 100 percent perfection in this regard, but with the 45 AC
cartridge in its military version, we will achieve what we want about nine times out of ten. By messing aroun
with improved loads and better bullet shape, we can increase our probability to about nineteen stops out
twenty tries — provided we place our bullet on the right spot. A man who works at this can achieve what t
wants with one of these "pocket punchers" about as well as he can with the full-sized gun. Thus the reduc
bulk and weight of the "snubby" may be a definitely good thing, for certain lifestyles. These little pieces dx
not need sharp sights nor target triggers. They are not "fun guns," but rather strictly business, and should
be put down because we do not win matches with them.

John Gannaway, the Lion Man, tells us that he has now located a personally autographed copy of Theod
Roosevelt's "African Game Trails,"” first edition. As with certain cars, if you have to ask the price, you cannc
afford it.

Correspondents sometimes take me to task for not confining my Commentaries to gun matters exclusively.
this age of specialization any commentator who strays from the narrow path may confuse his observers. | h
a friend in Flanders whose interest in life embraces handguns and fast cars — and nothing else. He know
good deal about both of those subjects, but he is totally uninterested in food, architecture, politics, sports —
anything else that | have been able to discover. To each his own, of course, but | think the world is fascinati
in all of its aspects (except, possibly, baseball). | cannot confine myself to firearms when there is so much e
to talk about. My suggestion is simply to turn the page; there is much to discuss coming up.

Who needs OBL now when he has got a hundred thousand United States citizens treated like inmates? He
made his point.

Our friend and colleague, Glenn Jacobs, of Eagar, Arizona, informs us that the Burris people have now f
sale a completely adjustable mounting system for your rifle sight. This may not be the answer we have be
searching for, however, since it is a beast to adjust, and moreover we do not know of a fixed glass to go w
it. It is a step in the right direction.

We continue to complain wistfully about the depressing lack of precision in our communications. We tall
about "terrorism" at tiresome length, but nobody can tell us what terrorism actually is. | can define it for you |
you wish, but that is just one opinion, and a minority opinion at that. According to current journalistic
practice, terrorism is anything dangerous that you do not like. It is pretty hard to fight it when we do not eve
know what it is. | am against the bad guys, and so are you, and so is President Bush, and so, of course
Yasser Arafat. We are all against the bad guys, but who are they?

Similarly, we dispute angrily about "the Occupied West Bank." This refers, presumably, to the bank of th
Jordan River, which is "occupied" or "unoccupied" according to the mood at the time. If you stand in th
middle of the Jordan River, which is quite possible since the Jordan is a paltry river, and throw a roc
westward, it will land on the west bank. That is an unsatisfactory geographic definition. What we need a
some good maps, but | am sure you have noticed that the media are unwilling to show us any. The curr
state of Israel does have linear boundaries, which are satisfactory to neither the Israelis nor the Philistine
understand some of our Chicano friends out here like to call California the "Occupied West Coast." | am nof
Jew, but I do believe the Jews were there first, and that Israel should be bordered by the Jordan River on
east, and the Mediterranean on the west, and from Lebanon on the north to Egypt on the south. This viev
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not likely to be popular, but it does have the virtue of simplicity.

"It is better to have lived one day as a lion, than one thousand days as a sheep."

Charles G. Clinger, Arlington National Cemetery
via J.B. Wood, Corydon, Kentucky

One of my very favorite words is Stoff. This is the German counterpart of the English stuff, but it covers mo
ground. It not only means luggage or equipment, but also material of specific meaning or potential. Fe
example, a warehouse loading platform in Germany is labeled Stoffladen. Hydrogen is Wasserstoff. Fue
Krafstoff (kraft signifying strength). And explosive is Sprengstoff. See how well this simplifies the Decalog:
"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's stoff."

A lady is a rare specimen these days. We mourn the passing of the Queen Mother, who really was one. .
may not have picked the right parents, but she definitely did do the right things. One of her favorite quote
"Duty is the rent you pay for life."

We keep using the word "innocent" when that is not what we mean. Let us substitute the term "uninvolved"
place of "not guilty,” or "not in uniform.”

If you have not yet got your Steyr Scout (or its big brother the 376 Dragoon), do not give up the search. The
are a good many of them around in gun shop inventories and we do not know when the pipeline will k
reopened. The Steyr Scout will do everything your other rifles will do, with a few exceptions such as elepha
or hippo, and do it better. If you have already got your Steyr Scout, | suggest you get a second. The pieces
be lost or injured in transit. Do not try to improvise — that will only waste your money.

| suppose there is nothing to be done about this long—range malarkey you encounter at gun shows. Daug
Lindy at Reno ran across some "hairy chested nut scratcher," who insisted that in his family all shots at ga
were taken at 400 to 500 yards. It is not seemly to spit right in a man's eye, but the temptation was strong.

A "bear defense" course was recently run at Gunsite and turned up a couple of interesting points. One is t
sheer power will not do for a bear. If you are in real danger from a bear, he will be on top of you, and wh
you need is penetration. Once a bear has got you down, or a lion for that matter, you have to brain him, ¢
you must do that at contact distance. A 357 snubby, using a very hard, sharp—pointed bullet, would seem to
the answer. | have a friend who went this route while attempting to photograph a lion. He used a Super
auto, and while he survived, he will never again have full use of his left hand.

We were confronted with one reader who said that while he liked my comments about hunting, he just cou
not enthuse about what he called "safari stuff." | am sorry about that, of course, but | should mention tha
have never been on a safari. The term safari is a Swabhili derivative from Arabic. It means simply "journey.
On a true safari, such as was enjoyed in the great hunting days, one hiked from camp to camp with all of |
gear carried on the heads and shoulders of bearers. He could not use trucks because there were no road
no fuel supplies. He could not use horses because of the tsetse fly. But the important thing was that a sa
was fed by the rifle. You had to have a lot of bearers, and while you paid them a daily wage, they only car
along with you at the prospect of unlimited fresh meat. What a life! How | wish | could have enjoyed it! But it
vanished before my time, so | may reassure my correspondent that | will not clutter up my pages wit
accounts of safaris, much as | would like to.

What my correspondent referred to, of course, was simply foreign hunting. He apparently feels that if yc
cannot hunt on an overnight from your house, the experience holds no charm. | think this is too bad, sin
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hunting, the great classic pastime of the uncommitted, may be enjoyed in its various aspects on all contine
except Antarctica. It is one of the four prime pastimes of man which may be indulged in all cultures and in &
ages by those whom circumstances have freed from the lash of poverty. (The other three are racing, danc
and conversation.) A couple of years ago, in a semi—professional bull session, the Hunting Assistan
Committee of the NRA made up a list of the world's greatest hunts, and while the catalog is certainly open
argument, it shows the astonishing span of the activity. Consider the list:

A. The Deep South Quail Hunt, complete with mule wagon, hounds, bearers, grits and gravy, an
premium bourbon.

B. The Rocky Mountain Bighorn. This combines an unequaled quarry, a splendid trophy, sublime
venison, and the most beautiful scenery on earth. (The great sheep of Central Asia are bigger, but tr
surroundings are bleak and uncomfortable.)

C.The Royal Tiger Hunt from elephant-back in Colonial India. That is gone now, but we can drean
about it.

D. Pig Sticking. Taking Sus scrofa, the big boar, from horseback with a lance.

E. The classic African safari, feeding the troops with your rifle.

F. The Auerhahn. This is the great partridge of Europe, said to be the most challenging target in tf
world. Today the sportsman is limited to one per customer's lifetime. | do not fully understand the
charm of this effort, but connoisseurs seem to agree.

There are others which are worthy of consideration. These include the "Infantry Boar" taken frontally at th
charge with a heavy spear. The African buffalo can upon occasion provide a supreme adventure, but this
be because of some error or incompetence on the part of the hunter. The Marco Polo sheep provides
grandest trophy of them all, but its habitat at 16,000 feet in the Pamirs does not make for an attracti
adventure. The Coues whitetail of the American Southwest is a charming quarry, challenging, beautiful, a
tasty.

But hunting ought not to be competitive, because you cannot flaunt an experience.
| anticipate cries of protest here, calling my attention to all sorts of things which deserve pride of place. | loc

forward to them. Hunting is a grand pastime, which offers its grand rewards with no need for socis
competition. Waidmanns Heil!

We were delighted when Joe Foss, our national treasure, instructed a board member in conference to cleal
his language. There are those who feel that gutter language is evidence of machismo. Not so. T
Congressional Medal of Honor is irrefutable evidence of machismo.

At the gun shows it is interesting to note that few people seem interested in good trigger action. | have alwe
felt that a good trigger release (2 to 2% pounds crisp) is essential to really good bullet placement in the fie
but we do not seem to find those on over—the—counter rifles or pistols. However it is not necessarily a go
idea to tinker at home with your own gun. We ran across one of the old masters of the technique at the NF
show, who is now in the business of doing masterful custom work on all sorts of guns. This is Gene Shue
onetime stalwart of the Bear Valley Gunslingers. He can put a real trigger in your 45. Address is 21 Cygn
Drive, #200, Carson City, NV 89706. Phone (775) 246-7662.

We write books now and again, and sometimes wonder why, in an age when no one reads. | submit 1
following reasons:

A. As the means of making money (but not much).
B. As the way of putting out the word. The word needs putting out, even if few people notice.
C. As a collector's item. A surprising number of people buy and sell books without ever opening them.
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D. As a doorstop.

E. As an art form. Some books are lovely to look at.

F. As a cultural milestone to record traditions ere they be lost.
G. As a training aid.

In the past books were written to constitute a conversation piece, a Christmas present, or a courtship gift,
that was in the past.

Among the many inspiring statements presented to the NRA membership at the national meeting at Reno,
note the following: "You cannot give up a right granted to you by God!" The rights originally enumerated in
the Declaration of Independence were: life, liberty and property. There are others. (Clearly happiness may |
be pursued as an end in itself, because happiness is the byproduct of accomplishment.)

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.
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Jeff Cooper's Commentaries

Previously Gunsite Gossip

Vol. 10, No. 7 June 2002

Hot Spell

It is with deep sorrow that we must report the death of Oliver Coltman, the man described in The Pounding
"Another Country" and also Fisherman's Luck. Ollie was piloting his own helicopter on a game mangagemel
operation near Cullinan in South Africa. | have no details, except that the aircraft crashed and burped. Ol
lived through the impact, but was too badly damaged to survive. He died in action before he had a|chance
grow old, which is some consolation, if not much.

Ollie Coltman was a real man, and there are not many of those standing around. He was an acti
outdoorsman, largely involved in wildlife management, an enterprise at which he excelled. He was js total
fearless as a man can be, allowing for that indefinite line between courage and foolhardiness. Susan, his w
told us all that he was certain to be killed by one of his wild beasts, but as it turned out it was a helicoptt
which did him in. He was a fine companion, a learned naturalist, an excellent shot, and several(ladies
discernment have opined that he was the handsomest man they ever saw. Obviously such a mar
indispensable, but the world goes on. It has been a bad year.

Do you remember what it was like before air conditioning? | guess we really do not realize how well off we
are. | have vivid memories of our existence in the tidewater region back in those sweaty times. There must
a couple of generations nowadays who cannot imagine such goings on.

We hear from our spies at the front that most of our federal combat personnel are trying hard to re-ai
themselves with serious smallarms — specifically the 1911 and the M14. This seems a good idea, of cour
but difficult of execution because of ammunition supply, among other things. Still there is a prominent factio
in high places which maintains that shooting has no real place in modern war, which is all conducted
gadgetry. This may be so, but somehow | doubt it. A good many family members are floating around tt
world in hazardous duty conditions and they seem to think that shooting does indeed have a place. The ene
of course, has gone largely to the rocket—propelled grenade (RPG). Oddly enough the US ordnance pec
have never shown any interest in that device, despite its obvious advantages to an army of klutzes. The RP!
cheap, effective, universally obtainable, and you do not have to be any good to use it. It may be considerec
be the ideal proletarian weapon. It would be nice to think that we have not come to that just yet.

Are people really less moral after only twenty years? The current scene would suggest that, but we hope th:
is not true. Both television and the loss of the nuclear family would seem to be affecting us here. How do v
change that?

The qualifying phrase of the Second Amendment refers to a well regulated militia. A well regulated militia
calls for men who can "shoot and salute," in Pershing's phrase. Since the militia, in the terms of Geor
Mason, is made up of the "whole people," it would seem that the whole people should be well qualified in tt
use of the national personal arm, which at this point is the M16. Thus if we are to follow that line of thought
everybody should be qualified on the M16, which is in the eyes of some people a machinegun. What
shocking thought!
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Our current crop of military historians gets sloppier all the time. As a group they do not seem to know wh:
shrapnel is, and now they insist upon calling a rifleman a sniper. These errors are not minor.

We do not think it is a good idea to "arm pilots,"” but we insist that pilots should be encouraged to arr
themselves if they so desire and so qualify. This "group thinking" is one of the curses of the age.

Congressman Bob Barr of Georgia, who is one of our stalwarts in the United States Congress, was unable
put through a bill allowing pilots to protect themselves with firearms, if necessary. But he tells us that he h:
not given up, and that the matter will be brought up again. As we have insisted in the past, aircraft pilo
should not be armed by law, but should not be prevented by law from arming themselves. This is a perso
matter rather than an organizational one.

Since a certain kind of social commentator feels that the answer to anything is a new law, we suggest tl
what Palestine needs is a new law against the irresponsible use of high explosives.

We call upon all the faithful to remember our annual celebration of Theodore Roosevelt's birthday an
Gunsite Reunion on 18 — 20 October. We have interesting ideas for your presentations at the reunion this y:
and we will be announcing them from time to time. When you decide what sort of declamation you fancy
please let us know so we will not have too much duplication. We want music this time, so please brin
autoharps, keyboards and such so we can accompany ourselves.

At a time when people like Bill Clinton and Al Gore make it embarrassing to be an American, it is refreshin
to read the writings of TR and to remember what a fine thing it is to be an American.

Not only does the world keep changing, but even the Marine Corps, sad to say. We remember encounter
our first girl marine up at a navy yard where my ship had put in for repairs. Here | was innocently hiking
down the street, when this trim chick in a green suit, appropriately badged and flashed with scarlet, popp
me a very neat salute, along with the adjoining "Good afternoon, Sir." Naturally | returned the salute ¢
properly as | could, but | staggered down the street wondering just what had happened here. Marines
killing machines, and that chick back there behind me, while jaunty enough, did not appear properly attuned
the job of throat cutting. | discovered later that she had signed up "to free a man to fight,” which | was tol
was a good idea. Okay, good enough, and | served later with several clerk/stenographer types in Quantico v
were a distinct asset to the organization. But in the new age a couple of years ago | crashed head on into
end of the world. On the ground floor of the Key Bridge Marriot Hotel in Arlington, | spotted this lass in front
of me, who when she turned revealed three stars on her collar. This was a lieutenant general? A Che:
Puller? A Brute Krulak? A Lou Walt? If this is the case, water must flow uphill. I am clearly too old for

modern times.

We have announced it before, but | say it again here that we expect better results in our classes from pec
who have no previous experience with firearms. We have good success in programming new reflexes, |
breaking bad habits is sometimes impossible.

We note that there has been a supply of modified Steyr Scouts introduced into the US market last year. Th
guns are painted black and feature a ping—pong ball bolt handle, and they are not fitted at the factory witt
proper Scout trigger. If you have one of these, you can fix it. The stock can be painted any color you want
new bolt knob is easy, and a conventional trigger of the Zedrosser action is subject to modification ar
improvement by a good gunsmith.

| suppose it is impolite to mention it, but it was George Bush the First who let Saddam Hussein get away. Tt
is water under the bridge and recriminations are useless, but this lack of decisiveness seems likely to haun
for a very long time.
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Since we cannot seem to find out whether OBL is alive or dead, our lottery as to his time of death must |
placed on hold. If the date you have chosen is now past, we will just put it on the calendar for next tim
around. Of course the character must die sometime, but obviously they will try to keep it a secret. Since it m
be very difficult to award the prize, we must dream up some very elaborate prizes in order to hold yot
interest.

Gun South, which organization used to be the importer of Steyr Mannlicher in the states, seems trying
unload the inventory that it had. This indicates that if you can find a Steyr Scout, or a "Blac Tac," or
Dragoon anywhere at any price, buy it right now. Or buy two. Those pieces can do nothing but increase
value. Besides which, they are more useful and practical instruments than anything available elsewhere. G
are for shooting, not for trading, but there are a lot of tradesmen who do not seem to understand this.

| suggest you get your copy of "Gargantuan Gunsite," first or second edition, hard bound. In their paperbac
form they wear out pretty quickly, especially since they are reference works and are often consulted.

Shooting Master John Gannaway points out that all you really need is a 22 and a 30—-06. While | go alo
with that, | cannot avoid making a couple of perhaps unnecessary additions. First of all, the 308 is the ballis
twin of the 30—06 now with modern loadings, and even without the modern loadings the differences are t«
slight to matter. So your Steyr Scout in 308 will do what you need, unless you are a specialist. Certainly y
need a 22 rifle, and there are scores of good ones around, but also you can probably establish need for
pistol. This is most obvious if you live in the country. And then there is the matter of the shotgun. Som
people really need a shotgun, both for home defense and for recreation. So | guess | would expand |
minimum list to include a Steyr Scout, a Marlin 39 22 (particularly an older model without the cross—bols
safety), a compact 22 self-loading pistol, and a good grade self-loading 12—gauge shotgun. That is four gu
hardly enough to satisfy an aficionado, but certainly enough for others. Living as | have all my life amongs
shooters, | cannot think of anyone who owns only four guns. On the other hand | think that when you get |
into the hundreds you are overstating the case.

Unfortunately the color edition of "The Art of the Rifle" got some of its captions crossed up in the second he
of the book. You will discover which ones by study, and make the necessary corrections.

Is it possible for something to be deadly and silly at the same time? Islam comes to mind.

The new Walther 22 compact pistol shows great promise. Everybody needs a 22 pistol, but which one i
matter for discussion. Most 22s intended for target shooting are too big and cumbersome for convenient
around the farm. Of course you are most likely to keep the one you already have.

It does seem that at this point coping is unfashionable. A man who can cope is an elitist, which is a ve
dreadful thing to be. If you can cope, you are better than other people, and those other people tend to hate
for it. Consider the use of the English language. If you use it well you will be held up to scorn and ridicule
by a majority — especially in England, of all places. The English language is a marvelous instrument, and |
one ever really masters it, but it is nonetheless great fun to try. If people hiss at you for trying, let them his
They are the losers.

We threw the Moors out of Spain in 1492, but evidently we did not throw them far enough.

Reports from Afghanistan indicate that our boys are shooting pretty well — primarily, as it happens, with th
M14. The bad guys are doing a lot of missing, though they have managed to kill one of our sergeants in wt
appears to be a straight out firefight. Both the M14 and the 1911 seem to be in great demand, though in s}
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supply. You have to hit a man too many times with a 223 to get his attention. (If they had asked us we col
have told them that.)

Apparently "the industry" thinks that we need a whole lot of new and different cartridges. Such are onl
significant to people who do not shoot. We do not need a lot of different cartridges. What we need is a lot
people who can shoot well. You can buy guns, but you cannot buy marksmanship.

Winchester announces a 270 Short, which we need like a V7 automobile engine. The 270 as it stands |
superb rifle round with a worldwide record of perfect service, but then so is the 30-06, of course.

Gunsite has had to give up on the Safari Prep course which | instigated a while back. There seems to be
demand for it. Apparently people who can afford the African adventure feel that their outfitter can tell then
all they need to know. This may be true, but | have reason to doubt it. Besides, | enjoyed teaching that cou
very much, especially when we had a number of open—-minded ladies in the class. It is widely believed th
women make better students than men, and while | cannot verify that positively, | can certainly say that sot
women make better students than some men.

Family Member and Gunsite staff instructor Mitch Réthlisberger recently had a tour down in South Africa
working with the police combat reaction squads. These people use both the R1 in 308 and the R5 in 223,
they leave the R5s at home when there is serious trouble in the wind. Here again they report that with t
varmint cartridge you have to shoot a man too many times before he stops shooting at you.

The Swiss, who have a good tradition of riflery, have gone somewhat agley in their recent smallarms progra
They have decided that for their sniper units the answer is a 338 Lapua. This is an overly violent cartridge
which it will be difficult to produce marksmen of traditionally Swiss quality. It also will wear out barrels
while you wait. The Lapua Magnum is measurably more powerful than the venerable 7.5 Swiss, but it will nc
do anything that a good man with a 7.5 cannot do just as well.

The Swiss have been doing a good job in resisting "progress" for most of the 20th century, but in many wa
they seem to be succumbing in the 21st.

A man and his son showed up for rifle instruction and dropped out on the morning of the second day. Th
claimed that the course was not what they expected, and it was entirely too "stressful" for them. | sure do 1
know what is stressful about the first day of rifle instruction or, for that matter, what these two people
expected to learn in a rifle class. But here we have an example of flabbiness of spirit which may be a sign
the times. Let us hope not.

"War is God's way of teaching Americans geography."

G.B. Shaw

The new uniform of the underclass seems to be baggy shorts, a cell phone in the ear, and a huge water bc
One wonders how the West Was Won without this sort of thing.

From Frankie Lou Nicholson, "our man in Nebraska," we get this fine case study. A man is awakened by F
wife who says she hears something. He gets up and looks around and sure enough sees thugs carrying
out of the shed behind his house and putting it in a vehicle. He dials 9-1-1. He is told that no sheriff
deputies are available at the moment - that it will be about 30 minutes before they can get to him. He har
up, counts to 30 and dials 9-1-1 again. He says, "There's no hurry, I've shot them." Within three minutes
has three patrol cars in his yard. The sheriff says, "l thought you said you shot them." The man looks at t
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sheriff and says, "l thought you said it would be 30 minutes.” That may even be a true story. Certainly w
hope so.

| can find no fault at all in this matter of "profiling.” If these creeps look like creeps, that is their problem, not
ours.

As the Holy War proceeds it is obvious that the principle problem is target identification. Since the raghear
do not have nations, they can smack the Pentagon, but what do we smack? It is going to be a long haul.

A prominent Gunsite Family Member, who for obvious reasons will remain nameless, has discovered th
airguns constitute a highly satisfactory solution to the problem of urban pigeons, an increasingly troublesor
plague in some of our big cities. They require head shots, and that requires a high degree of precision, wh
of course should be encouraged. The sport is likely to be viewed askance by the City Fathers — but wh
gonna know?

It turns out that now John Gannaway the Great has acquired an autographed first edition of "African Gar
Trails," which was TR's first—hand account of his classic safari. Perhaps we can persuade John to bring
along to the Reunion to show us.

It seems to me that the killer instinct is a normal attribute of the young male. It is there for all to see and
should not be suppressed, but rather directed. The "barefoot boy with cheeks of tan" out after ground squirr
with his 22 may be a rarity in today's urban society, but he still makes the best soldier when he grows up, &
we do need soldiers. | have been around both hunters and soldiers all my life, and | find that this norm
blood-thirst continues on into middle life and begins to subside only with the approach of old age. | think it i
connected to the gonads, since it is not apparent in females, and dies out in males along with the sex dr
Young men experience it both in the hunting field and in battle, and do not let anyone tell you that he did n
derive that visceral thrill when he was able to wreak havoc upon an enemy who was trying his best to kill hir
The trepid may not agree with this, but | do not know many, and their opinions do not affect me much. Tt
honest-to—God man likes to fight, as the late, great Finn Aagaard pointed out to us at a recent reunion.
may not enjoy heat, cold, thirst, starvation, pain, and fear, but when the trumpets blow and the flags f
(figuratively, of course, now) his heart sings. This is neither good nor bad, it is simply a truth.

If the country boy makes a better warrior than the city slicker, as has been suggested by several experien
senior soldiers, it may be because small-game hunting — squirrels, rabbits and such — accustoms the gunni
shooting for blood rather than paper. The Boers were not noted target marksmen, but they were practic
marksmen, used to feeding themselves with their rifles. This may not be a new idea, but it has never be
much publicized.

Rumor has it (Internet) that one Judge Patterson, of Denver, Colorado, has ruled that the Constitution of
United States of America has no legal force in the City of Denver because Denver is a "home rule" city. Tl
usual website outpourings are difficult to authenticate, but we are looking into this.

"Youth may be an explanation for stupidity, but not an excuse."

Anonymous

Doubtless you now have heard about Oxana Fedorova of St. Petersburg (Petrograd), the new Miss Unive
who announces herself as a shottist. Pictures depict her as a pistolera. Now isn't that great! Perhaps we sh
arrange to ship her over from Russia to Gunsite, to pretty up our image amongst the hoplophobes.

Vol. 10, No. 7 36/73



Jeff Cooper's Commentaries Volume Ten

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.

Vol. 10, No. 7 37/73



Jeff Cooper's Commentaries Volume Ten

Jeff Cooper's Commentaries

Previously Gunsite Gossip

vol. 10, No. 8 July 2002

Independence 2002

It has been a bad year so far for the Ravenfolk. The slings and arrows have been more outrageoug than u
and our head is, figuratively, both bloodied and bowed. First we sustained the loss of the gallant ar
irreplaceable Ollie Coltman of Africa in a helicopter crash, as reported. Then our Italian family membe
Alesandro Cirla fell to his death in the Alps; and now we must report the death of George Jimsted
distinguished family member and outstanding aviator. | owe to George one of my memorable high poin
when he allowed me to execute a split S in his Cap Ten. George died untimely at 46 of heart failufe, rath
than at the controls of an acrobatic airplane, as he might have wished.

And on top of these personal mishaps, we face the unsolvable problem of the Holy War, plus a really fearf
fire—laden drought in the American Southwest. (On a further pathetic note, our household treasure, Charl
the Cat, was scarfed up by a bobcat.)

But ours is not to complain. Life is essentially tragic, and while we suffer at God's dispensation|, we ar
appropriately grateful for His continued blessings. And just remember that the Left almost won|the las
election - but didn't. For this we may praise the Lord!

Applications for our pistol classes show an increasing lack of combat spirit in our prospective students. W
need more tigers and fewer sheep - of all ages and both sexes. Man does not do battle with his gun alone
fights basically with his soul. Marksmanship and gun handing are in themselves not enough — mind-set
what wins. And while we can help with that, the client must in essence supply his own pizzaz.

Our friend and colleague Wiley Clapp recently did a number on the Beretta pistol, now general issue in o
armed services. His piece was both accurate and honest, and he told it like he saw it. The truth, howevel
only coincidentally prized in the marketplace, where sales figures are equated with virtue. The Beretta peoj
were much annoyed by Wiley's piece and threatened commercial malice to the publication which we
releasing the article. This is unfortunate, but unavoidable. Manufacturers regard periodicals as advertisi
vehicles, pure and simple. Most of them do not realize that the public sometimes catches on, and that there
a few journalists to whom the truth is still important. | understand that truth is "relative” in academia, and it i
clear that truth is irrelevant at the marketplace — and it matters hardly at all to a politician. "To ride, shoc
straight and speak the truth" were the classical personal attributes of a man. To ride is no longer a measure
shoot straight ought to be, but seldom is. However, those who care can still make a maximum effort both
speak, and seek, the truth. Hardly anything else really matters.

We notice an increasing number of revolvers with our students. This is no bad thing, for while a self-loader
easier to hit with, the wheel gun can do all that is necessary, in the right hands. We honor the great Jz
Weaver for his invention of the modern technique, and he was a revolver man first and last.

We notice that the extrusion at the bottom of the grip safety on the 1911 (the "tang tumor"?) is practical
standard with today's custom pistolsmiths. It may work for some people, but it never has worked for m
Apparently my hand is not constructed correctly, so | simply pin the device shut. It is not a safet
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consideration, as John Browning made clear in his design of the excellent P35 pistol. Safety does not ri
between the hands, but rather between the ears.

"The main weapon that terrorists use against the West is not bombs or guns, but moral
obfuscation."

Netanyahu

Remember when Vince Foster killed himself, wrapped himself up in a blanket and then stashed himse
comfortably out of sight in Rock Creek Park? Maybe the people who carried that out are still alive and sti
know the whole story, but it is also possible that the Arkansas hatchetmen have turned them off permanen
And according to O.J. Simpson, the guy who cut Nicole Simpson's throat is still wandering around loose
the Brentwood area. And we know what Lon Horiuchi did because he said so. Our system of jurisprudence
strange indeed.

We certainly hand out a lot of argument and confusion on the subject of "education," but nobody seems
know just what it is. Is education the answer to 2+2=7 Is it knowing the difference between a mammal anc
reptile? Is it knowing how to run for office? Or is it owning some kind of certificate or diploma to tack your
name onto? Certainly it seems that today a college degree is no more than a job ticket, and not a too relic
one at that. Looking back over all those years it does seem to me that a high school diploma in 1935 signifi
a good deal more in the way of "education” than a Ph.D. does today. Time passes, of course, and tin
change, but if we are called upon to spend money on education it would be nice to know what it is we mean
spend money on. Personally | do not think that education can be quantified. Some people are just brighter tl
others, all the way through the game. Taxpayers' money may be of some help, but it does not seem to impr
dumb kids much. According to recent widely publicized tests, American kids are conspicuously dumber the
those in other First World countries. (What is called the Third World does not seem to count.)

It used to be said that one was "educated" at a given institution. My father was sent a letter from Mrs. Stanfc
explaining that he was the young man Mrs. Stanford desired to be "educated at the Stanford University
Apparently what happened before or after his attendance at Stanford was not pertinent.

Well, we now have a United States Department of Education. | imagine those people know what they mean
the word, but if so they are not making themselves clear about it.

The Mannlicher operation seems to be in decline. Dynamit Nobel, with a branch in New Jersey, is the curre
importer, but we talked with a rep on the phone and she did not seem to understand what the compan:
selling. Neither, for that matter, does anyone at the factory, as far as | can tell. This means that everybody n
should have not one but two Steyr Scouts. The SS is demonstrably much the best general—purpose rifle. It
become increasingly hard to get. Carry on!

| think it should be established as a principle that you should never try to sell what you prize, whether that |
books, wines or people. Our colleague and family member Curt Rich leads an unhappy life selling cars -
his own account. He loves cars and is a rally driver of some consequence, but he should not try to sell cars
his customers just do not get the picture. As to that, | have long held it an unhappy practice to sell one
firearms. | want my treasured weapons to find good homes, but that is not a matter of a price tag. Clearly
humanitarian can ever be a slave trader. The slave trade was established in both the Eastern and the We
worlds long before philosophy, religion or architecture. It is still with us, | understand, in parts of Africa, but
it is hardly a job for anyone who loves people. This last virtue has to be reserved for clergymen.

Cougars are proliferating in the rural Southwest, along with bears. The cougar is an attractive animal, b
some sort of accommodation is necessary here. | do not consider this beast to be fearsome, but some d
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full-grown male will be as big as a man, but evidently he only runs after things which run away from him -
like joggers. Even a small but noisy pet dog can run a full-grown cougar up a tree. At least one has moved
on us here at Gunsite, and this certainly adds to our rural ambience, even if it scares the city slickers. | di
certain amount of boondocking in the Southwest as a youth, but | saw only two unmolested cougars in all tt
time, and | just cannot consider them to be scary. Thell Reed's father kept one as a pet for some years, an
used to romp with it, which | do not consider to be a sound idea, but nobody ever got cut up. Bobcats &
another matter — much smaller, but much scratchier. The frontier expression used to suggest that a particul:
tough human being could "lick his weight in wildcats," but "panthers" were never mentioned. It is how
fashionable out West to call the cougar a "mountain lion," which | think overly dramatizes the beast. A lion i
something else entirely and must not ever be confused with painter, panther, puma, catamount — or coug
We have a good photograph of one taken within the city limits of Prescott, and we put it on our 2002 calend:

"A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall never sit
in."

Greek Proverb

The Swiss contingent of the Ravenfolk reports that the Swiss political tradition continues in decline, edgir
away from confederation and toward true federation. The Swiss refer to themselves officially as "the Swi:
Confederation” (Confederatio helvetii), but the encroachments of the European Union, with its emphasis
administrative efficiency, tends to play down the traditional autonomy of the Swiss cantons in favor of :
centralized government. From what we hear, the Swiss people at large do not fancy this, but their elect
politicians do. One of the great weaknesses of either the democratic or the republican form of government
the probability that the legislature truly speaks not for the people, but rather for itself. This trend is obvious |
Britain where, despite the fact that the great majority of the British favor the death penalty, their masters
Parliament refuse to consider it. The Swiss government still runs a pretty good show, but our Swiss frien
individually report doubts concerning the future. This is doubly troublesome to us shooters in view of th:
long—established Swiss tradition of private marksmanship. The people like that, but apparently the politicc
do not.

Have you run across the new term for literary affliction know as PPP? That stands for Pernicious Pronot
Perversion, and it is confused by the inability of an author to decide about either the number or the gender ¢
subject when referring to it with a pronoun. We used to think it was a great joke to quote Polonius with "Eac
to their own selves be true," which sounds ridiculous — or used to, but not so much anymore. When callir
upon "everyone to take their seat," we are assuming that "one" is more than a singular. Apparently it is ju
too agonizing to call upon everyone to take his seat, that being sexist, elitist and racist, and also illeg
immoral and fattening. But | see PPP growing all the time as one indication which lets us differentiate goo
English from bad. Of course, good English is frowned upon in egalitarian circles, but only egalitarians nee
worry about that.

| am happy to say that | got the story of Ollie Coltman's adventure with the buffalo down pretty much a
desired. Both Ollie and his wife Susan told me that my account of the exploit was the only one they had re
that got it right. When we consider that history is not what actually happened, but rather what people sa
happened, it is a great pleasure to know that what | said happened was as close to the fact as first—h
memory can make it.

Among other depressing signs of the times, we note the decline of reading for pleasure. Not many peo;
today read at all, since they would rather look at the tube and allow some hired hand to edit their though
And those who do read, do so mostly for self-improvement or general information. They read works on ho
to manage their money, or plant their garden, or raise their pets. Only a minority it seems read for the men
pleasure to be derived from the appreciation of words. It is characteristic of these latter folk to re-read — th
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is to read a book again after having put it aside in a previous year. When you ask a friend if he has read, <
Mark Twain, he may respond that yes he had read such many years before, usually when he was in school,
only once. | have discovered in my very long life that a really good book does different things for you a
different stages in your life. What | got out of Walter Scott in high school was expanded enormously when
read the same work again twenty years later. One's ability to appreciate literature changes and expands \
maturity, and possibly with age.

That being the case, | recently ran across a short reading list requested of me by a client, and discovered tt
measure of my enjoyment could be found in those books which | had read not once, but several times. Tht
have come up with a "re-reading" list dedicated to both my pleasure and yours. Tastes are not the same, tt
God, but many pleasures may be enjoyed similarly, if not equally, by people of different backgrounds ar
different tastes. So what follows now is a brief list of those works which | think are worth reading a secon
time, and possibly a third or fourth time, depending, of course, on where you start. If you pay attention to th
list it will interfere with your television time, and this may be very much to your advantage. | suggest you pu
your televisor in the garage or in the guest bedroom and plug it in only on those special occasions, such
moon landings, military victories and inaugurations, which may merit your special attention. Thus:

"She," "King Solomon's Mines," and "Allan Quatermain" by Sir Henry Rider Haggard. The
first is the greatest and stands as an all-time classic.

"The White Company" by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. This, by the author of the Sherlock
Holmes canon, defines the essence of Medieval romance.

"For Whom the Bell Tolls" by Ernest Hemingway. This is not highly regarded by the admirers
of the master, but | think it is the best war story of modern times. It includes the best
accounting of gun fighting that | know of.

"The Dance of the Dwarfs" by Geoffrey Household. This is a fantasy involving the possibility
of a curious evolutionary development of natural chemical warfare.

"Beat to Quarters," "Ship of the Line," and "Flying Colors" by C.S. Forrester. These three
adventures relate the career of Captain Horatio Hornblower in his time as shipmaster. If you
want to know what life at sea was like during the Napoleonic Wars, you will discover it better
from Forrester's work than from any historical account.

"The Fellowship of the Ring," "The Two Towers" and "The Return of the King" by J.R.R.
Tolkien. These constitute the ultimate in epic fantasy and are generally lumped together as
"The Lord of the Rings." Tolkien is so great that he constitutes a world by himself, and a
world well worth exploring. The despairing struggle of good versus evil is better portrayed
here than anywhere else in literature, and Tolkien's lapidary prose is worth reading by itself as
a lesson in the use of the English language.

"The Brave Bulls" by Tom Lea. The fiesta brava is not for everyone, but | find it entrancing,
explaining as it does the elegance of grace under pressure and man's triumph over fear.

"Aphrodite" by Pierre Louys. This may be called elegant Victorian pornography, though that
may seem a contradiction in terms. Eroticism entertains most people, and French translates
surprisingly well into English.

"The Long Rifle" by Stewart Edward White. This is the definitive adventure novel of the
westward movement, following one man's saga through adolescence to maturity, as father of
the "Boone Gun" which opened the frontier.

Vol. 10, No. 8 41/73



Jeff Cooper's Commentaries Volume Ten

"The Big Sky" by A.B. Guthrie. This is something of a companion to Stewart White, done
with a bit more narrative artistry but covering the same subject with main concentration upon
the mountain men between Lewis and Clark and the Mexican War.

"And A Few Marines" by John W. Thomason. This may be considered something of a
specialty for those who understand and appreciate the tradition of the US Marine Corps. It is
marvelously well written and, as an added treat, it is personally illustrated by an author who
knew whereof he spoke.

"Fancies and Goodnights" by John Collier. This is a collection of fanciful anecdotes. | have
often thought that if | had ambitions as an author | would like to be as good a storyteller as
Ernest Hemingway, but use English as well as John Collier. Collier's stories are great fun, as
well as being jewels of technique.

The King James version of the Old Testament. This is pretty much necessary if one is to
understand how we got to where we are and what we should do about it.

The complete verse collection of Rudyard Kipling. In my opinion, Kipling's verse is better
than his prose, but it is all good, and all very enlightening.

"Reminiscences of a Ranger" by Horace Bell. This is Bell's account of life in Southern
California in the period between the Gold Rush and statehood. It is especially enjoyable to
people who were raised in Southern California and know what the place was like before it
was ruined following World War II.

"Meditations on Hunting" by José Ortega y Gasset. This is the Old Testament of the hunter,
and it explains completely just where hunting exists as a core of western civilization. Ortega
wrote this in Spanish, but it translates very well into English, and | find that it deserves more
interlineation than almost any volume in my library.

Family member T.J. Johnston suggests that the airlines, not the government, should establish that their airc
are safer because their air crews are armed. The customers could then decide which lines to fly. Goc
thought!

"In the beginning you ride in the back seat and somebody else takes care of everything. But
one day, all of a sudden wham, you are grownup, you can't ride in the back seat anymore.
Duty means giving up the back seat and taking the wheel."

Daniel Young, Graduate Speaker at Hillsdale College, Class of 2002

Doing one's duty should be a practice acquired in adolescence. One should understand about it before
authorized to drive, drink or vote. It is certainly what should be imparted in high school, but such thinking i:
unfashionable. It is even - perish the thought — politically incorrect, but we had better get it across to ol
young people if we have any hope of winning the Holy War.

Please Note. These "Commentaries" are for personal use only. Not for publication.

Vol. 10, No. 8 42/73



Jeff Cooper's Commentaries Volume Ten

Jeff Cooper's Commentaries

Previously Gunsite Gossip

Vol. 10, No. 9 August 2002

Fire and Water

We have been getting a bit more than our share of both hereabouts recently. And while the fire is tru
distressing, we can always use all the water that is available. | guess we live in a pretty vigorous climate.

With the passing of Bill Ruger, we have taken yet another hit in what has been so far a very rough year. B
Ruger is worthy of all the eulogies that he has so far worthily received. There is little point in listing the
accomplishments of this impressive man. They have already been spread widely across both the general
the sporting press. Ruger is a name to stand with Colt, Browning and Garand in the annals of Americi
weaponcraft, and his contributions and example will last long after his death. He made a difference, and tha
the greatest thing that any man can ask of life.

Ruger's great asset was his understanding of the niche. More than almost any other, he devised the real |
for a new product, rather than coming alongside existing examples. The star of his line, in my view, was
little 22 semi—automatic pistol, brought out just after World War 1l to fill the place of the classic Colt
Woodsman. In my youth the Woodsman was everybody's friend, both in its six— and four—inch versions, ar
there was hardly a house of any outdoorsman that did not hold at least one example. But this excelle
instrument vanished with World War Il, and as soon as possible thereafter Bill Ruger came up with it
successor — a neat, handy, reliable utility 22 pistol. Bill's version was also simpler, and thus less expensive
manufacture, than the renowned Woodsman, and it was an immediate success, both on the market and ir
field. It was a great start for a distinguished career, and while true excellence is only occasionally successfu
the marketplace, it certainly was in this case. It was a triumph, and Bill took the banner forward from there.

We did not know Bill Ruger intimately, but we have been each other's house guests on a couple of occasio
and we shared interests in automobiles and dining, as well as in firearms.

He lived to a ripe old age and his death was not unexpected. It is good to know that it came peacefully in |
sleep. Truly a good man is hard to find. May he rest in peace.

"Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard at work worth doing."

Theodore Roosevelt, via John Schaefer

We claim no skill in money matters but we have always understood the first rule of commerce to be "Bu
low! Sell high!" This is often attributed to Heinlein but it is so obvious that it is not likely that he invented it.
The stock market people seem not to hold with it, however, but those are very mysterious people.

Pistolcraft has been attracting a great deal of attention over there in the Afghan War. We have mu
information in these matters from people on the ground, and it seems that most of the material that we he
assembled and analyzed during the twentieth century still holds true. Specifically a puny cartridge is a secc
rate choice, and our combat people up front are scrambling for the old faithful 1911 as best they can.
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According to Peckworth, who should know, the M9 pistol is not only underpowered but unreliable in heawv
service, especially vulnerable to sand in the action. One special forces sergeant reports that it always takes
or more hits from the Parabellum cartridge to incapacitate a man. His report states, "Hitting with a 9 is lik
firing paint balls. | had to hit one al Qaeda who was coming at me four times before he dropped."

Nor is the M16 doing well, either in stopping power or in functional reliability — to no one's surprise. We
fought World War | with the 03, and we fought World War Il with the Garand — whether that was wisdom
and forethought, or simply chance, is a matter for history to decide — but the M16 is a step backward.

Considering the generally sloppy use of English and its attendant sloppy terminology, it must be prett
obvious, even to news commentators and politicians, that you cannot make war on "terrorism," since terroris
does not provide a target. Frankie Lou Nicholson (our man in Nebraska) sends us this:

"The war on terror is not a war on terror at all. Terror isn't an enemy, it's a feeling. Your terror
is what the enemy wants you to feel. Describing our efforts in terms of an emotional
abstraction not only obscures the face of our adversary, but the nature of our mission. The
enemy in this is the radical Islamist who argues that all non—believers in their faith must be
killed."

Religious wars have been with us for a very long time, and they certainly are more complex than the wars
nations or dynasties. | do not see that we as a nation are properly instructed in the nature of this one. The
of the Palestinians is to erase Israel, as they have often said in both Arabic and English. That aspect of
current conflict is clear enough, but once a bunch of crazy Saudis blows up major office buildings on the oth
side of the world from their specific interests, killing thousands of people who did not even know that the
were at risk, it becomes our principle and immediate problem to locate and identify the physical enemy. Tho
people we can Kill. Their notion — that we are "kaffirs" and thus worthy of death under all circumstances - i
of course, a psychological problem rather than a military one.

Those people on the other side seem to do a great deal of praying. Let us pray that their god will show th
the error of their ways so that, pending that time, we can get them out in the open where they may serve
proper targets.

This profusion of pocket pistols is very interesting. At one time it was held that a full-size 1911, at 39 ounce
kicked the shooter so hard that it was unmanageable. That was a myth, but it has taken a long time for it to
dismissed. However it is true that as you reduce the size and overall bulk of a handgun, its felt recoil wi
increase if its power is maintained. If you reduce bulk and reduce power, you end up with a 25 auto, «
something similar. But if you reduce bulk and do not reduce power, the pistol is probably going to bounc
pretty hard.

At present | rather fancy the Baby Kimber (Ultra Carry Il). We have one here at Gunsite, and it seems to wo
well, but of course we are talking about how it works in practiced hands. It may be a bit much for the novic
Fortunately this little gun accepts a full-size magazine if desired, and this extends the butt to provide mo
accommodation for the little finger of the shooting hand. We like the pistol at this stage of testing. We wil
report back.

We hear via the "Garand Stand Report" that when Michael Kalashnikov was told that he had invented f:
more individual weapon types than John Garand, he is said to have responded as follows: "When you ge
right the first time you don't spend your time designing weapons for a museum."

We look forward with pleasure to the appearance of the new book by family member and colleague Barr
Tillman, entitled "Above and Beyond." This is a study of recipients of the American Congressional Medal c
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Honor who are formally accredited with the performance of hazardous duty "above and beyond the call
duty." It is not to deprecate this distinguished honor by pointing out that it is difficult to describe any sort o
act which is above and beyond the call of duty. If you can do it, it is your duty to do it, or so it seems to me.
has been the custom over the past century to award the Medal of Honor primarily in recognition for the degr
of danger involved in an act, or a series of acts, and also the degree of suffering or discomfort incurred by 1
recipient. | once served for a distinguished Marine general who pointed out that you do not have to be taug
how to be uncomfortable — you learn the first time. Personally | have never felt that how much it hurts is ar
measure of heroism. More significant is the degree of accomplishment — how much damage was inflicte
upon the enemy. Probably the best answer is a combination of both considerations, but | think it is unfortune
to have arrived at a point where throwing oneself upon a grenade and accepting the blast, which is nea
always fatal, rates an automatic Medal of Honor. A man who was once involved in such a situatio
(indirectly) pointed out that if you have time to throw yourself on a grenade, you have time to kick it away
This may or may not be true, but what is involved here is the principle of sacrifice. The man who throw
himself on a grenade deliberately gives his life for his comrades. This is without doubt an act of great coura
and should be so recognized, but it does not accomplish much. When you put on that uniform you agree
sacrifice your life for your country if that becomes necessary. If sacrifice is the issue, then every man wt
signs up may be considered a hero.

The matter of awards and decorations for military service is a complex one, and it changes from age to a
but I still think the question should not be how much did you hurt, but rather, how much did you do. In ¢
sense Wade McClusky, who led the attack at Midway which broke the back of Japanese air power, shot
have been recognized by the highest military decoration available, but he was not considered for the Medal
Honor. Tom Jeffords, who rode single and unarmed right into the camp of Cochise and talked him into scali
back his ravages against the pioneers, pulled off the scariest feat that | know of. If he had not made his pc
convincingly to the chief, it would have taken him about three days to die. But Jeffords was not a soldier ar
he was not on duty. He just did his job as he saw it, and by the grace of God he escaped with his life.

Be that as it may, Barrett's book will be available to us in September, and | look forward to reading it witl
great pleasure. Heroism is a word we cast around too lightly today. We should give it more serious thought.

When we recently opined that a man could get by quite well with no more than a 30-06/308, a 22 and
12-gauge shotgun, we were correctly called to task by family member Larry Berry for our neglect of th
defensive pistol. We are duly chastened. Though a 12—gauge shotgun is probably the best weapon for ho
defense, a proper defensive pistol is a lot handier. Of course anything defensive in nature, including
screwdriver, is forbidden in England, but fortunately we need not live in such a place.

Our granddaughter Amy, who lives in New York, recently organized a familiarization session for fifty ladies
who responded to an invitation to shoot 22 rifles on an indoor range in that city. As expected, these peoj
greeted the occasion with unexpected pleasure and called for repeat exercises as possible.

The 22 rifle is considered to be socially acceptable in New York City where, for example, a 22 pistol is no
This is presumably because it is difficult to consider a 22 rifle as a defensive weapon with any sort of comk
potential. Legislators are not called upon to think things through, generally speaking, but | know of one ca:
personally in which an innocent and "socially acceptable” 22 rifle brought about desirable defensive results
in the long run. It so happened that when | was boy of about thirteen | ran across an incident in the "Americ
Rifleman” in which a young woman alone in her apartment in New York City used her husband's 2
single—shot rifle to good effect. It can get hot in New York and this was before the age of air conditioning
and this girl found that a goblin could easily make it through her bedroom window by way of the fire escap
With admirable presence of mind, she gathered up her husband's plinker and held the intruder at bay until
police could be summoned. When in due course they arrived, both parties were arrested and taken down to
station, where the goblin was released before his intended victim. This report filled me with indignation, and
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immediately rushed out and joined the National Rifle Association (which turns out to be a pretty round-abot
way of increasing membership).

At last count, the distributor CDNN in Abilene, Texas, had in stock a pretty good supply of Scouts in both 30
and 376. In view of the dim market response to these weapons in the United States, | suggest you get your
soon as possible (CDNN phone: 1-800-588-9500).

It appears that marketing has little to do with excellence, per se, since to a marketer the measure of excelle
is simply sales. People who buy guns are only occasionally qualified to pass upon the quality of their arm
Consider the market behavior of the splendid Remington carbines 600 and 660 of 30 years ago. These pie
were true steps forward, offering important advantages immediately apparent to all experienced field shoote

But they looked funny.

The generally uninformed shooter is distressed by anything that looks funny. The Remington carbines were
designed as to shove the action rearward in the interest of reducing overall length, which is a Good Thing.
doing so, however, the bolt had to be so constructed as to ride rearward over the trigger for ease of operat
and the bolt handle was bent forward in a way unfamiliar to people used to Springfield's and Model 70s. TI
carbine was a very sensible and practical instrument, but it looked funny. Why anybody should care about t
is beyond me, but apparently it queered the sales of the 660 — 660 series and these excellent arms w
commercial failures. Certainly the Porsche was and is a funny—-looking automobile, but eventually its manife
excellence on the road triumphed. | should hope that this would be true of the Steyr Scout, but this may b
faint hope.

One wonders if the 223 cartridge will detonate a suicide bomber. | think it probably will not unless it hits the
detonating mechanism directly, but time will tell.

You better get your copy of the "Gargantuan Gunsite Gossip" (either first or second edition) properly
hardbound. Those plastic wrappers wear out quickly as both volumes are frequently scanned for reference.

"Happiness is the company of well-mannered children."

The Guru

This item is a couple of years old but it is so good that we cannot let it rest. It appears that in the northe
Indian state of Haryana, a leopard dropped in on an unattended household, but became so bored watching
televisor which had been left on that it went to sleep. The police when notified did not have a regulatio
policy for this situation and had to wait some four hours for a game ranger with a tranquilizer.

"Skill without imagination is craftsmanship. Imagination without skill is modern art.”

Anonymous

It is clear that neither gunnery nor aerobatics are masculine enclaves, but motoring apparently is. It is true t
some ladies (in the biological sense) have attempted motor racing on a couple of occasions, but so far
know the only conspicuous success was Michelle Mouton, who has now retired. Regardless of a good me
opinions to the contrary, the girls just do not seem to want to drive fast.

This year we are more than usually beset by bears. Not here at Gunsite exactly, but from sea to shining se
even in places like New Jersey and Phoenix. Bears are good fun, of course, but it is possible to have too m
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